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PR E FA 

HE alarming ſituation of Great Bri- 
tain, and an apprehenſion of the 
dreadful conſequences of the preſent civil 
commotions, have induced. the author of 
the following ſheets todeliver his ſentiments 
with freedom. He has endeavoured to 
bring to view, in a ſimple ſtile, the riſe, 
progreſs, preſent . ſtate and natural conſe- 
quences of our national diſputes. Unin- 


fluenced by the ſpirit of party, he hopes he 


has obſerved impartiality. He confeſſes he 
feels ſome indignation, on conſidering the 
many prepoſterous and impolitic meaſures 
that have been adopted ; not becauſe they 
have been framed by particular men, but 
becauſe he conceives them injurious ; for 
he diſclaims all intereſted views or party 
conſiderations whatever ; and though he 
cenſures freely, he wiſhes only to attack 
meaſures, not men. It may be thought in 
ſome inſtances, that he has been too ſe- 
vere in his reflexions ; let thoſe recol- 
lect who are pleaſed to think fo, that the 
| preſent ſtate of affairs does not admit of 
pal- 


* 


* 


: | palliation; and that mercy to a few indi- 
Þ viduals, may be cruelty to a whole people. 
| If miniſters have obſtinately perſiſted in 
repeated errors ; if theſe errors are clearly 
proved to be deſtructive to our liberties, and 

| the proſperity of the nation, can any honeſt 
| Engliſhman avoid feeling thoſe natural emo- 
tions, that a love of his country inſpires him 
with? Every true independant patriot 
wiſhes to promote the happineſs of his coun- 
| trymen ; on this principle, then, hath the 
| author written; to point out former miſ- 
takes; to explain the preſent dangers, and 
to offer a new mode for allaying our un- 
happy ferments. Whether he is attended 
to or not, he is perfectly ſatisfied of hav- 
ing performed his duty, in the attempt to 
ſerve his country. He hopes that candid 
readers will pardon whatever may be found 
exceptionable in this little eſſay; and that 
they will impute his faults to the imper- 
N fection of his underſtanding, not to a want 
1 of integrity. 
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CRITICAL MOMENT, &c. 


HILE the apprehenſions of man- 
kind are exceedingly alarmed by 
the preſent conteſts between Great Britain 
and her colonics ; while ſome deſigning 
miniſterial writers are continually labour- 
ing to deſtroy that happy connexion, that 
mutual love, which ought to ſubſiſt be- 
tween us; while ſtateſmen are ſupporting 
their meaſures with an inflexible perſeve- 
rance: a conciſe and impartial examination 
of the preſent diſcontents ; with reflexions 
on their deſtructive tendency, and a pro- 
poſal for their termination, may juſtly claim 
ſome little attention from the public. 

The friends to liberty and America, urge 
as a reaſon for their oppoſition to go+ 
vernment, that ſome ſtrides to abſolute 
monarchy have been introduced ; that they 
apprehend an unlimited extenſion either of 
princely or parliamentary power is intends 
ed. On the contrary, the miniſtry aſſert, 
they only wiſh to ſupport the trye dignity 
of the mother country; and to enforce 

DV: - ſuch 


oe ſuch impartial and juſt laws, as will tend 
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to the mutual advantage of both. It is, 


however, the peculiar misfortune of this 


country, to find both parties very profuſe 


in promiſes that never correſpond with Þ} 


their actions; it is now common to de- 
ceive, or be deceived ; to miſlead and be 
miſled. To avoid prejudice, therefore, let 
us calmly examine the meaſures, indepen- 


dant of the men; let us abide by demon- 
ſtrative facts, and their conſequences : ſo 


ſhall we be better enabled to form a ra- 
tional plan for our future conduct. 
At the termination of laſt war, there 


vas every proſpect of future national hap- 


pineſs. We thought ourſelves bleſſed un- 


der the power of a mild Engliſh born 


prince; we were in poſſeſſion of much 
wealth; commerce was likely to flouriſh ; 
individuals became rich ; and if the mi- 
niſtry had not found means to contract our 
trade, we might have ſoon arrived at ſuch 
a ſtate of ſupineneſs, that even deſpotiſm, 
if ever intended, might have been eaſily 


ſubſtituted in the place of freedom. 


To attribute to the preſent miniſtry the 
cauſe of the alarming fituation of our 
2 25 8 country, 
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country, would be exceedingly unjuſt; for 
the evils have been accumulating for above 


At the commencement of the laſt peace, 
private merchant veſſels were fitted out 
from the Spaniſh main, the Havannah, 
and other parts of Cuba, laden with dol- 
lars: they came to our ports, either to 
Eaſt or Weſt Florida, and other ſouthern 
provinces, and even to ſome of our Weſt 
India iſlands, to exchange their ſilver 
chiefly for Britiſh commodities. This 
conſequently muſt have increaſed the de- 
mand for our manufactures; encouraged 
induſtry in England; the wholeſale dealer 
muſt have accumulated wealth; the poor 
artificer muſt have found conſtant employ- 
ment. In this intercourſe and ſucceſſion 
of trade, millions of money would have 
been brought to the mother country. Now 
this miniſterial A” th effectually pre- 


B 2 vented 


8, 

is theſe laſt twelve years; and originally com- 
ſe menced in Mr. Grenville's adminiſtration 
th 3 in 1763. A regulation in the American 
e- 3 and Weſt India trade was then introduced, 
be 4 which no miniſter, poſſeſſed of true nation - 
et al policy, would have aſſented to. This 
n- 1 was the prohibition of the Spanith trade. 
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W theſe A effects, and proved the 

1 ruin of ſome, and impoveriſhed many ca- 

15 pital merchants in our colonies ; for the 
Americans, and many of our merchant- 
adventurers, who went to eſtabliſh a trade 
in our new acquired places, & expecting at the 
peace either a freedom of commerce, or at 
leaſt no prohibition, had overſtocked their 
warehouſes with Engliſh goods; where, 
owing to the exceſſive heat of the climate, 

* in a year or two all the periſhable commo- 3 ke 

dities were unſaleable - f. This prohibition, 

f * As at St. Auguſtine and Penſacola. 

I At Penſacola, in 1764, ſeveral rich ſhips belong- 


| ing to the Spaniards, came into the harbour to trade 
1 with the Engliſh. The place was then under military 
| | | government; and one merchant, by name Noble, had 
in his warehouſe (it was ſaid) at leaſt near one hundred 

| thouſand pounds worth of Engliſh manufactures of 
| . every ſort. Centinels were always put on board the Spa- 
| | niſh veſſels, having the governor's ſtricteſt orders not 
f to ſuffer any trade. This capital merchant and his 
partners were entirely ruined by this prohibition, with 

many others who came from the mother country to 

ſettle. Major Forbes was governor at Penſacola, and 


Major Ogilvie at St. Auguſtine, and John Watts was 
commiſſaty at the firſt mentioned place, The writer 

'of this pamphlet was likewiſe himſelf a witneſs to the 
1 Aagnation of trade in the colonies, and all the Weſt 
. India 


* 


| 171 


fo copugnant to the true ſpirit of com- 


merce, was in full force for near three 


years; during which time, many princi- 
pal merchants in America were ruined, 
bankruptcies increaſed, and the miniſtry 
at laſt diſcovering their i injurious miſtake, 
gave free liberty for traffic. This hap- 


pened too late; for the Spaniards being 


repeatedly diſappointed in their hopes of a 
trade in our ports, ſettled a correſpondence 
with the Dutch and French at St. Euſtatia 
and Hiſpaniola. The firſt have tqo much 
mercantile ſagacity not to avail themſelves 
of the errors of the Engliſh, or any other 
nation. When a 0 of trade i is eſta- 
bliſhed, every [cen eh knows the diffi- 
culty of diverting it, into another ſtream. 
The effects of this impolitic meaſure 
were ſoon evident. In the colonies, and 
our new acquired ſettlements, from the 


latter end of the year 1763 till 1766, wete 


heard nothing but univerſal murmurs and 
erpreſſions of diſcontent... | Poverty, in 


Tadia iſlands, as he viſited every wared in 4764. He 


Was at Barbadoes, Grenades, Dominica, St, Kitts, 


Jamaica, Hiſpanjola, Cuba, Penſacole, St. Auguſtine, 


G corgla, North and South Carolina, &c. &c. 


many 


LES 
many inſtances, ſucceeded affluence : men 
who before were very happy under the 
mild Engliſh government, from the ſtag- 
nation of trade had leiſure to examine the 
cauſes of their ſufferings, and arraigned 
freely the conduct of the miniſtry. The 
repeal of this prohibition was received 


however with univerſal joy, and had theſe 
ſtrictures on their trade not ſoon after been 


followed by ſome odious acts, & the animoſi- 
ty, the diſtruſt and fears of the coloniſts 
then excited, would have naturally ſubſided, 

The effects of this miniſterial error were 


likewiſe conſiderable in ſome of the ma- 
nufacturing towns in Great Britain. At 


this time many thouſands of ſailors and 
ſoldiers were diſcharged from their coun- 
try's ſervice, and it would have argued 


Some duties on various ROK as molaſſes, china, 
ſugars, &c. &c. which was the principal inducement 


of the coloniſts to open a trade with the French at 
Cape Nichola mole, in Hiſpaniola, where near 500 
American ſhips have traded fince laſt war, yearly. This 


has injured the mother country. In that very place, 
in the year 1762, there was not a fingle houſe ; but 
there is now above 500: a proof of the danger of re- 


-Kraining commerce by impolitic acts; and how the 


French have availed themſelves of our miſtakes. 


© (8 


1 


the moſt conſummate wiſdom in the mi- 
niſtry to have provided labour for ſuch a 


number of men. This could have been 
effected by no other means than by an 


increaſe of commerce, for this alone pro- 
motes a ſpirit of induſtry. But contract- 
ing the ſpirited diſpoſition of the mere 
cantile adventurer, and blaſting in its in- 
fancy his hopes of gain, was productive 
of innumerable evils. This error, ſo uni- 
verſally known, though now nearly ob- 
literated by many intereſting and more 
important tranſactions fince, ſhould have 
induced ſucceeding miniſters to have con- 
ſidered on ſome mode of reparation to the 
much injured coloniſts. It was known 
to be a poſitive fact that they were in- 


jured, and even Mr. Grenville's friends 


acknowledged the ſtep to be impolitic. 
The injury the coloniſts received was the 
very reaſon that the prohibitory ſcheme, 
at firſt ſo ſtrenuouſly infiſted on, and fo 
ſtrictly adhered to by the colony gover- 


nors, was ſuddenly relinquiſhed. The 


merchants of Great Britain were likewiſe 
conſiderable loſers, no commerce being 


more advantageous than the Spaniſh, who 
advance 


_— Lad 


hath. 
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advance ready money for whatever they 


purchaſe in thoſe countries, This muſt 
have increaſed the demand for goods from 
the mother country ; and a great part of 
the Spaniſh ſilyer would have been re- 
mitted home. This trade, inſtead of 


being prohibited, ſhould have been encou- 
raged; as this would have greatly 1 increa- 


ſed their wealth, preyented emigrations 
from England, and the rapid eſtabliſn- 
ment of manufadtories of every ſort on 


the continent. But immediately after diſ- 


treſſing the colonies by prohibitory laws, 


the next injurious meaſure adopted by the 


miniſtry was the ſtamp-at. Now it was 
certainly juſt, that the coloniſts, if able, 
ſhould affiſt in reducing the national debt; 
as their defence had incurred an expence 


of ſeveral millions: but before they bad 


recoyercd themſelves from the bad conſe- 
quences of a reſtriction of their traffic; 
before they had repaired the damages their 
trade had ſuſtained; and while the bane- 
ful ſubject was recent in their memories; 
an oppreſſive tax is introduced. Firſt, a 
miniſterial doctrine, equal to extreme mad- 
neſs in a trading country, is enforced, that 
ſtabs 
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IF ftabs the very vitals of commerce; and 


* impoveriſhes, in ſome degree, a whole 
country: then, before the univerſal mur- 


2X murs are ſubſided, the Americans are 
XX alarmed by a new law. We firſt deſtroyed 


A the very means which enabled them to 
pay a tax, and then we are ſo unreaſona- 
die as to complain of the oppoſition and 
Y | refiſtance, that even neceſſity cauſes, If 


the Americans had been in a way of ac- 


XX cumulating wealth by an increaſe of trade, 
IT it is not irrational to conclude, that they 


: might have chearfully ſubmitted even to 
internal taxation. It is about this period, 
however, that we may venture to fix the 


origin of our preſent diſquietudes ; and jt 
is evident, that we became the firſt aggreſ- 


ſors, by our prohibitions of commeree, 
and by an ill-timed zeal for leflening the 
national debt. By theſe means, we have 
excited a ſpirit of reſentment among the 
coloniſts, which will require our utmoſt 
wiſdom to appeaſe, 

The ſtamp-a& was ſaon afiee repealed, 
as it was the cauſe of the moſt violent 
commotions all through the continent of 
America; but a number of leading men, 


C Warm- 


1121 F 
warmed with the love of. freedom on that 
fide the Atlantic, ſuſpecting the deſigns 
of. the miniſtry, began to diſplay their 
powers as patriots, and a ſpirit of oppo- ; 
.Gtion ſoon. appeared in different parts of 
America. The unbounded power of | 
parliament was diſputed ; a notion that 

| taxation and repreſentation was inſepara- 
s ble, according to the Engliſh conſtitution, ll 
was ſtrongly inculcated “. In ſuch a diſ- 

poſition of the people, there are ſeldom il 
wanting men, who, either through am- RJ 
bition, or an infatuated and blind zeal for 
the intereſt of their country, are ready to 
- lacrifice their lives and fortunes for the 
public good. There are many ſuch diſin- 
tereſted men in America, and it were 
to be wiſhed, we had a Saber number 
in this country. _ 

Notwithſtanding this 327 oppoſi- 
tion in the coloniſts, though there was 
every reaſon, from what had already hap- * 
pened, to conclude, that internal taxation 
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* The doctrine of Mr. Locke, © that the ſupreme 8 

cc power, however it may make laws for regulating the 

- 6 "ſtate, cannot take away any man's property with= i 
«© out his conſent,” was ſtrongly inſiſted on. 3» 


8s ; at that time would excite univerſal dif- 
* J . 5 yet, by a ſtrange fatality, it was 
Y derſiſted i in, with an inflexible obſtinacy on 
oe fide of the miniſtry. The repealing 
1 he ſtamp-· act was conſtantly condemned 
s impolitic, and a new mode of taxing 
as planned and agreed to; this was the 
* ea- a act: for, we paſs over many acts that 
Y roduced no ſmall convulſions in Ameri- 
a, which the American ſervants of go- 
Nernment imprudently concealed. This 
Dew act, intended to be forced on the Ame 
icans, merely to aſſiſt the Eaſt India Com- 
a Y dany, was conſidered as a freſh inſult, and 
Received univerſal diſapprobation. The 
ea was never ſuffered to be landed; a very 
Ponſiderable quantity was deſtroyed by the 
ZÞopulace ; and though various means, and 

Wome not the moſt honourable were uſed, 

"> enforce obedience to this law, they all 

= hroved ineffectual. 

An univerſal alarm began now to ſpread 

x Frougkobt the continent, and the mi- 0 
* F iſtry influenced both ' houſes to paſs an | 
a., to ſhut up the port of Boſton, till re- 
cration was made by the colony of Maſe. 

E achuſer' 8 Bay, for the loſs ſuſtained by 
11 "Ea | the ,- 


paſſed precipitately, and their agent, Dr. 


led: 
the deſtruction of the tea. This act was 


Franklin, was not permitted to deliver 


his defence, or to offer reſtitution for the 


loſs, or advance the objections of his con- 
ſtituents to this reſtraining bill. This act, 


equally involving the innocent and guilty, P 
raiſedthe greateſt tumults, and excited ſuch WF 
diſtracted convulſions on the whole conti- 
nent, that the coloniſts began to aſſemble 
in arms, and prepare themſelves for a re- Þ 
ſiſtance. Theſe preparations were well 
known in England, and treated with the #8 
utmoſt contempt by the court and mi- 
niſtry. The Americans were, unhappily 
for this country, conſidered as a rabble, 


who would ſoon. diſperſe at the appear- 
ance of the. king's regular troops. The 
firſt lord of the Admiraly, I.—-d S——b, i 
ſpoke freely of driving them with a few 


hundred ſoldiers all through their coun- 
try; ten thouſand men were ſoon in Boſj- 


ton, and the Provincials by this time had 


trained a conſiderable number of men i 


ready to take the field. Things remained 1 


in this ſituation till the conteſts at Lexing- 3 | 
ton and Bunker's hill; when the miniſtry 
were 


+. 
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1151 
were taught, by experience, that the pro- 
vincials were not ſo daſtardly as repreſent- 
ed; and they might have foreſeen, that it 
became then abſolutely neceſſary, either to 
liſten to a plan of accommodation, or pro- 
ſecute the war with vigor. The firſt might 
have been eaſily effected by negociating with 
the congreſs, and paying ſome reſpect to 
their petition; the latter has been adopted, 
and muſt inevitably be productive of ir- 
reparable injury to this country, | 

If then the foregoing relation is true, 
it appears, that the mother country has at 
firſt been the cauſe of the preſent cala- 
mities. By prohibiting a mercantile peo- 
ple from extending their trade, by com- 
pulſatory acts of taxation; by forcing the 
natives of America to be tried in Eng- 
land for acts tranſacted there * ; by ſending 
out an armed force to ſubdue that ſpirit 
of liberty which diffuſed itſelf gradually 
through the whole continent; by ſhutting | 


0 Nothing could have been more unteaſonable or 
impolitie than this. It was impoſſible any man could 
have a fair trial, when ſo far removed from his wit- 
neſſes. No meaſure has been more powerful thai this 
in increaſing the fears and difcontents bf. the coloniſts. 


vp 
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up one of their principal ports, and now 
by an act, till more powerful and dan- 
gerous in its conſequences, the prohibi- 
tion of all future intercourſe with the 
mother country. Theſe, and other cauſes 
of the preſent evils, may be attributed to 
the Engliſh. On the fide of the Ame- 
ricans, we find a diſtruſt and violent re- 
ſiſtance; an enthuſiaſtic zeal for liberty; 
a ſpirit ready to brave danger and death; 
a determined reſolution to tranſmit to poſ- 
terity the Britiſh Pn as- it is called, 


inviolate. 

On the ſide of oi there "TY 
conſtantly appeared a degree of raſhneſs 
and want of foreſight in all their meaſures, 


which ſeem more like a ſeries of inconſiſ- 
tent experiments, than the ſteady and wiſe 
councils of a great nation. The Ameri- 


cans have flowly watched, and with an 


uncommon fagacity and deliberation diſ- 
covered our errors, and embraced ſuch 
advantages, as to make things that at firſt 


appeared wed m_ dan n and alarm- 


ing. 


It ſeems, then, that the ahi of 
rest Britain have been as inſtrumental 
in 


[17]. 
in producing theſe unnatural diſcords, as 
any of the moſt vehement republicans in 
America. For can, it be ſuppoſed, that 
the preſent diſunion could have happened 
without any . cauſe on our ſide? Can we 
believe that- men, otherwiſe remarkable 
for a love of peace and Chriſtian unani- 
mity, would prefer war to peace ? Cer-. 
tainly not; therefore thoſe men are par- 
tial, or groſsly ignorant, who defend all 
the unreaſonable claims of the mother 
country, and endeavour to calumnĩate the 
colonies, as diſobedient and rebellious, 
A mutual love, a cordial affection prevail- 
ed laſt war between the mother country 
and her colonies; they both united as one 
in the great national conteſt; there was 
no diſtinction between the Americans and 
Engliſh ; one prince reigned equally in 
the hearts of all; nor did the Engliſh at 
that time entertain the leaſt idea: we Ame- 
rican independance. 


If an unlimited power over the Ame- 
ricans was never intended, and affiſtance 
in leſſening the national debt was only re- 
quired, it unfortunately happened for this 
A that the mode purſued of con- 
Dug tracting 
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tracing their commerce, was the ve 
means that prevented the coloniſts from 
anſwering our demands, Then what- 
ever were the intentions of former miniſ- 
ters, it is evident, that an unaequaintance of 
the true ſpirit of commerce, and raſh- 
_ afterwards, laid the firſt foundation 
of the preſent ills, for * they ori- 
ginate. Fx 5: 5 

It was this fatal political Wander which 
ficſt rouſed a ſpirit in the Americans to 
eſtabliſh manufacories of every fart ; 
and great encouragement was given to all 
inferior artificers in every trade. This at 
all events ought to have been prevented; 
and Lord Chatham's idea of not even ſuf- 
fering the Americans to forge a hobnail, 
was truly. political. For an increaſe of the 


mechanical arts in America, muſt poſi- 


tively, above all other things, lay the 
foundation ſor à total independance ; and 
prove exceedingly injurious to our trade. 
To whom then are we obliged, for this 
impolitic ep ? To the miniſtry of 1763. 
From ſeveral parts of Germany, laſt peace, 
thouſands of diſbanded ſoldiers and others 
«migrated to the American continent, 

and 


__— 
1 
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[ 19 1 
and met with various employment ; and 
it is amazing, what a progreſs has been 


: J | made towards eſtabliſhing different works 


in every part of America: but, this proba- 
bly would not have happened for a century. 
to come, had not a ſpirit of induſtry pre- 
vailed, owing to the ſtagnation of trade, 
and the multiplicity of ONE meme. 
bers in the community, | 
The repeal of the ſtamp- act was 8 
;copoligic, though it would be difficult to 
determine why; for, certainly, if an act 
of the legiſlature raiſes univerſal diſcon- 
tent; when the ſubjects, by its violence, 
conſider themſelves oppreſſed, ſuch ob- 
jets are well worthy of conſideration; 
and it argues the greateſt political wiſdom, 
for a prince and miniſtry to endeavour to 
remove whatever cauſes ſuſpicions and 
jealouſies in the minds of tha people. 
The ſtamp-aR, if even conſtitutional, was: 
ill· timed; and from this period, the unli- 


mated right of Great Britain over her co- 


lonies began to be diſputed with great 
warmth and 8 1 the different 
parties. | | 
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The miniſtry conceive, that the legi- 
ſlature have an unlimited power over the 
colonies; the coloniſts, already oppreſſedby 
ſome unpopular acts, confider themſelves 
free; and that taxation and repreſenta- 
tion are inſeparable according to the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution; they are not fairly repre- 
ſented in the Britiſh parliament, of courſe 
they conſider themſelves not obliged to 
comply with the commands of parlia- 
ment; they were moreover induced to 
ſupport this firſt doctrine, as Lord Camden 
had publicly declared himſelf in favour 
of this opinion. This point has never 
yet been clearly diſcuſſed, though jit is 
certainly a very important queſtion, and 
required the moſt deliberate and ſolemn 
conſideration; in fact it ought to have 
been determined before any violent mea- 
ſures had been purſued againſt the Ame 
ricans. The arguments that have been 
produced by the writers on the ſide f 


en D 25 : Et A 
N Pd *. R 3 _ SAY - 3 : 3 
%% ON EOS. OY ae? ¹¾edä OE gr tF+ >. 
r =_ win la wana CCC 


4 
N 
<4 
* "6" FO 
— 
My 
\ 
R eo 
oh 
=: md 
BY 
Weg. 
5 
2 
F 8 
1 
5 
pL 
8 
* 
5 
#4 
PAY 
A 
7 = 
* 
"5 
* 
5 
* 
1 
3 
& 
N 
8 
i5 11 
255 
1 
_ 
TE 
N 
5 Ct 4 
* 
4 


{il government, are in general theſe ; that the 
18 legiſlature have conſtantly framed particu- 


lar laws for regulating the trade of the co- 
lonies ; and it is inferred from this, that we 
have equal power over their internal taxes; 

| | Ano- 
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Another argument is, that ſeveral large trad- 
ing towns are not repreſented, as they do not 
ſend any members to the houſe of com- 
mons. It is urged likewiſe by the pre- 
ſent miniſtry, that there is an end to all 
ſubordination, if the acts of the legiſla- 
tive body of king, lords and commons 
are ever diſputed, much leſs rz{iſted. 
That it is abſolute rebellion to oppoſe theſe 
laws, however oppreſſive to the ſubjects, 
1 they paſs both houſes and receive royal 
approbation. Theſe are the principal ar- 
guments of the miniſtry and their friends, 
in favor of thoſe meaſures that have ſo 
much engaged the attention of the public. 
It is next to impoſſible to aſcertain 
what is conſtitutional according to the 
foregoing miniſterial doctrines, or the ar- 
guments produced againſt them by the 
patriots or friends of America. Both par- 
ties are violent, in which caſe we may 
be nearer the truth if we obſerve a me- 
dium. But now it is not ſo immediately 
neceflary t to determine on the right of par- 
liameat, as to conſider whether the Ame- 
ricans have been oppreſſed ; and, if they 
admitted the power of parliament, whe- 
& LOS es ther 
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ther ſuch ſubmiflion would not be fab- 
verſive of liberty, and hereafter FENCE 
them to a ſtate of ſlavery. | 
That every people ought to be Wellen 
to the laws of the country in which they 
live, is a fact that few will diſpute; of 
- courſe it follows, that whatever laws are 
framed in this country, by the king, lords 
and commons, the people ought to be obe- 
dient to them. But if laws are intro- 


duced repugnant to the true ſpirit of the 


conſtitution ; as for inſtance, if a king of 
- England ſhould, through whim, caprice, 
or cruelty, order a ſubject to drink poiſon, 
or to be executed, would it be rebellion 
for the people to reſiſt and oppoſe ſuch a 
prince ? Certainly not. Such an affaic 
can ſcarce ever happen in this country ; 


but ſuppoſing, through a venal influence 


of the prince, the majority of Jords and 
commons, ſhould paſs ſuch a vote in form, 
and it afterward received the royal appro- 
bation, where it firſt originated ; in this 


Inſtance, would it be treaſon or rebellion 
to reſiſt ? according to the preſent opi- 


nions of implicit obedience and non- reſiſ- 


tance, it would; and even the oppoſer of 
ſuch 


r 
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ſuch evident injuſtice would be liable to be 
puniſhed. If an Engliſh prince ſhould be 
diſpoſed to order the goods of a ſubject to 
be confiſcated, and ſach an order came im- 
mediately from the prince, contrary to the 

law and cuſtom of this country, reſiſtance 

| would be the conſequence, and the Engliſh 
in general would unite as one, and make it 
one general cauſe, But if the prince, in- 
duced from arbitrary motives, or from being 
early taught, that, according to the con- 
fined laws of this country, he ſcarce me- 
rited the name of a king, unleſs his power 
was more extenſive ; and from this notion 
ſhould by every ſpecies of iniquitous cor- 
ruption, and availing himſelf of the ne- 
ceflities of the members in both houſes, 
gain ſuch an aſcendancy over them, as to 
proſcribe this or that member of the com- 
munity who oppoſes his arbitrary proceed- 
ings; a reſiſtance is rebellion, and thus 
an innocent man may be ſacrificed agree- 
ably to the laws of this country. For 
the act has received the approbation of 
king, lords and commons, from whom 
there is no appeal. So that to determine 
the juſtice of either laws or meaſures, the 
firſt 
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firſt queſtion ſhould be; is the law ob- 
tained by miniſterial influence ? Or are 

the members who paſſed it diſintereſted 
and uncorrupt? If they are, we have 
reaſon to conclude the act paſſed to be 
wiſely ordained for the public tranquility: 
but if not, we have reaſon to ſuſpect the 
profeflions of miniſters, and the princi- 
ples by which it gained aſſent. Indeed 
it ſhould be the firſt principle inculcated in 
this free country, to ſuſpect the profeſſions 
of princes, however virtuous, for they are 
often miſled, and the ſpecious pretences 
of miniſters ; for it is the refined maxim 
of a politician, to bend ſervilely to the 
whim of the prince or his favourite, and 
to deceive the people with extraordinary 
dexterity and addreſs. So that if we ad- 
mit, that the influence of the crown may 
induce the majority of members in both 
houſes to paſs unconſtitutional laws, ei- 
ther for the gratification of a prince, or 
his favourite, then we admit, that the le- 
giſlature may do wrong. If theſe wrongs 
are ſeverely felt by individuals, and the 
community in general, ,and if they are 
unjuſt, or have a direct tendency to inj juſ- 
44 | | tice, 
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tice, what have ſubjects to do in ſuch in- 
ſtances ? Are they tamely to ſubmit to 
the yoke, and become a country of ſlaves? 
According to the miniſterial idea of the 
ſubordinate tate of the ſubject they ought. 
By what means then can it be diſcovered; 
whether the law is contrary. to the original 
ſpirit of the conſtitution, or not? If it 
can be judged, that an act has paſſed ſub- 
verſive of our ancient liberties, and ob- 
tained entirely by corruption, hat muſt 
be done? If the people who feel the op- 


preſſion prepare for an oppoſition, and 


arm in defence of their rights, they are 
immediately termed rebels, and become 
che objects of miniſterial, yengeance, Ie 


4 


it unlawful then to make reſiſtance i in any 
caſe? If it is, chere is ng, ſuch thing as, 
Engliſh liberty; and a prince; who has the, 
wickedneſs to corrupt the.other two bran- 
ches of the legiſlature, may to all intent 
and purpoſes reign as abſolute as an eaſtern 

monarch. He may order one to be im- 
paled alive; he may direct thouſands to be 


murdered i in his reſentmegts, he may or- 


der A people. to be; taxed without their, 
canXent, and the lives, fortunes, and per- 
18 ſons 


[ 26] 
ſons of the ſubjects become 'immediately 
devoted to the will of the king, under 
the ſpecious pretext of his ruling, accord= 
prince having obtained the votes and con- 
currence: of both houſes, and with this 
ſpecious appearance of proceeding legally, 
regardleſs of all laws, human and divine; 
perpetrating and executing horrid eruel- 
ties, he ſeems to reign agreeably to the con- 
ſtitution. And will any one ſay, that it is 
impoſſible to obtain a majority in both 
houſes by bribery and corruption? Are 
there no inſtances of acts being framed in 
the cabinet; brought forth into both houſes, 
and paſſed” without much examination? 
Are there no inſtances of an appearance 
of a kind of impatience in the friends of 
gorernment in both houſes to follow the 
of he leading miniſterial member ? 
Are not acts of the greateſt importance, 
on which” the welfare or deſtruction of 
the empire depend, hurried through with 
animpetuous rafhneſs, and a giddy chought- 
leſſneſs, which would diſgrace the mem- 
bers of 4 private club? If chere is not, 
3 acts have paffed 


One 
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one ſeflion, and repealed another? It 
ſeems, then, that the old exploded doc- : 
trines of paſſive obedience and non-refif- 
tance are again reviving, but in quite a 
different form. For formerly the oppoli- 
tion was to the prince; but, from the pre- 
ſent union of the legiſlative branches, are not 
the ſubjects in greater danger than ever of 
being effectually deprived of their liber- 
ties without a chance of redreſs ? 

If raſh and unconſtitutional proceed- 
ings on the fide of Great Britain have 
been the original cauſe of diſcontents ; 
ought not theſe cauſes to be removed ? 
Or has Great Britain, now in her peeviſh 
and declining old age, a right to commit 
injuries to her colonies, and inſult them 
if they complain? Or are we to reſt ſa- 
tified, that all the meaſures on our 
fide are perfectly conſtitutional, that we 
have attempted no improper uſe of our 
power; and the miniſters and their friends 
are ſomething more than human ? Men, 
poſſeſſing the moſt ardent love for their 
country, its commerce and laws; men, 
whoſe ſouls are ſo elevated, as to be above 
being guided or directed by any inviſi- 

| EB 1 
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ble power; men, who have acted conſiſ- 
tent with their dignity, honor, and conſci- 
ence. Have they been, or are they ſuch 
perfect beings? Aſk the parties them- 
ſelves; or let us appeal to the unpreju- 
diced judgment of the diſcerning part of 
the whole nation; or let their political 
conduct for theſe laſt twelve years be an 
anſwer to theſe interrogatories. 

It appears, that the preſent evils have 
been long accumulating ; and are owing 
to many ill-concerted plans for increaſing 
the duties on ſeveral articles; and a new ſyſ- 
tem of internal taxation. On the ſide of the 
colonies, there have been many meaſures 
purſued, which we ſhould have prevent- 
ed, or in the firſt inſtances ſuppreſſed. 


It has happened, that when the popu- 


lar clamors were high in America, that 
ſome men of republican principles have 
encouraged the commotions, which other- 
wiſe might have ſubſided. Beſides, all 
over the continent, the generality of the 
people are enthuſiaſts in religion; and 
their clergy chiefly diſſenters. It is not 
difficult to conceive, with what alacrity 


1 among 


they would increaſe a warlike ſpirit 
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amongſt their flock ; and this will have 
much greater influence than is imagined. 
It is eaſy for their field preachers to inſi- \ 
nuate, the abſolute neceſſity of bearing 
arms; the rewards prepared in heaven for 
thoſe Chriſtian heroes who fall in the pre- 
ſent conteſt ;-the real neceſſity of a war, in 
defence of religious liberty. This laſt is 
a moſt precious and prevailing pretext 3 
and it is eaſy to perſuade the ignorant ma- 
jority, that the roman catholic religion 1s 
going to be introduced; and, as proofs, 
they may artfully mention the Quebec 
act. They may pretend, that they are 
frequently viſited by the ſupreme being in 
viſions, and relate, how acceptable in 
heaven will thoſe: be, who ſeal their lives 
with their blood in ſo righteous a cauſe. 
Many ſuch ſtratagems under the diſ- f 
Zuiſed veil, and ſanctity of religion, are | 
conſtantly | uſed on that ſide the Atlantic, 
to increaſe our mutual animoſities; and it 
is certainly to be expected, that men 
buoyed up with ſuch aſſutances of hea- 
ven, will fight deſperately. In all religi- 
ous conteſts, we find an unexampled bra- 


Ja that no dangers diſeoncert; and a 
E 2 con- 
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conſtancy and firmneſs, that no force can 

withſtand. | 
Beſides the number of factious men a- 
broad, in this country too, there are men 
ſo unprincipled, as to ſacrifice their pro- 
bity, honor, love of their country; in 
ſhort, every thing, on no other principle 
than to oppoſe the operations of govern- 
ment. If the meaſures of the miniſtry 
were ever ſo conſiſtent and juſtifiable, theſe 
men are ever hanging out deceitful and al- 
luring baits to catch the vulgar populace ; 
their very political exiſtence and admira- 
tion depends on rendering odious the con- 
duct of the prince and miniſters: they 
ſpend their whole lives in violent oppoſi - 
tion and uproar. In ſhort, modern pa- 
triotiſm is nothing more, than a frantic 
zeal, inſpired by deſigning men, into weak 
and impetuous minds, There remains ſo 
ſmall a portion of public ſpirit amongſt 
us, that many men who . ſhould poſſeſs 
the moſt noble, independant and diſinte- 
reſted principles, are ready to ſacrifice eve - 
ry tender tie, every thing great and excel- 
lent, for the mean conſideration of ſome 
e bribe, or e emolument. 
, 8 A ' Their 


Than 


Their own extravagance obliges them to 
be ready to proſtitute themſelves to a ſer- 
vile dependancy; and if difappointed in 
their expectations of preferment, in a fit 
of deſpair they commence pretended pa- 
triots, affect popularity, harraſs and per- 
plex the miniſtry, and injure the whole 


It is of little conſequence, when na- 
tions are in arms, to introduce the ſubtle 
arguments of lawyers; or enter minutely 
into the diſputes, which have been han- 


dled with various ſucceſs, by ſeveral able 
writers, both in favor of the miniſtry and 


coloniſts: But as: theſe objects are the 


only cauſe of the preſent conteſts, we muſt 


not omit this opportunity of delivering a 
conciſe recital of them, WR: ſome few 


a 1 eflections. 


in favor of taxation it ba 1 . 
ced, that many great trading towns are 
not repreſented by members in the Britiſh 
5 parliament and, therefore, the Americans 
are equally obliged to be obedient to the 


laws as well as theſe people. Though che 
light of the ſun W as well be compa- 
red 
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tax, and many others. 
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red to the glimmering of a candle, as an 
Engliſh trading town to ſuch an extenſive 
country as America; yet, this has been 
artfully ãntroduced as a powerful argu- 
ment in favor of the preſent diſpoſition to 


tax the coloniſts; and ſome thoughtleſs 


und weak men are petfectly ſatisfied with 
its validity, Now the caſe of the Ame 


ricans, and the inhabitants of a trading 


down, is in no reſpect ſimilar. In theſe 
trading towns, all the people are vpon 
an qu footing with the individuals in 
wvery part of the kingdom: beſides, tho 
the partidular towns are not repreſented, 
The county is; and there is no tawn in 
England, chich has nat ſeveral members, 
ß both Lords and Commens, near chem. 
The members of both houſes: ate three 
thouſand miles from the Americans. If 


the miniſtry were inclined ito raiſe an :addi- 


Xon#l' tax on any of out manufaftyring 
towns, to which they had not hee achuſ- 
tomed would ſuch à Jaw paſs:withoyt 


4 violent oppoſition 2* >Woutd/not' foveral 


members oppoſe the hw; and are they not 
Let us only recollect che oppolitlon to the eyder 


on 


— 
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on the ſpot ready to raiſe the alarm? And 
would the moſt violent oppoſition in Eng- 
land be conſtrued by the miniſtry into re- 
bellion againſt the prince? Would they 
call forth a military force in this countrys 
to ſubdue the refractory into obedience ? 
It is preſumed they would a& with more 
caution. Who has pleaded the cauſe of 
the Americans? What intereſt have they 
in the houſe of commons? None; ex- 
cept a few members in oppoſition, whole 
reaſoning, though ever ſo cogent, is never 
attended to. Is it not too true, that the 
majority of votes, and not reaſoning, pre- 
vails? Beſides, were the miniſtry to at- 
tempt any meaſures injurious to a trading 
town in England, would nor petitions have 
effect, when ſupported by members in the 
court intereſt? Are tnere any trading 
towns in this country, that have not ſuch 
intereſt? What court member in either 
houſe has attended to American petitions ? 
Have not the coloniſts for theſe ten years 
repeatedly preſented humble petitions for a 
redreſs of grievances? Have not the ma- 
jority in both houſes unanimouſly ſupport- 
ed the miniſtry; and have they not con- 
| ſtantly 


1341 


ſtantly rejected the petitions of che diffe- 
rent provinces? Have they not oppoſed 
every plan of reconciliation which has 
deen offered? How foreign then is this 
reaſoning to the ſubject; and how abſurd 
are thoſe men who argue, that the Ameri- 
cans are equally repreſented with us; and 
that they have an equal chance of redreſs, 
when it is an abſolute fact, the caſe is juſt 
the contrary ? But granting they had ſome 
probability of having their grievances re- 
dreſſed; though this cannot even be allow- 
ed, unleſs their petitions had received that 
confideration they merited : how are we 
to know they are real or imaginary ; 
whether they deferve attention or not ? 
For we ſhould not depend on the ac- 
counts mannufactured by the ſervants of 
the crown; as their partial informa- 
tion, and their conſtant deceptions have 
involved us into our preſent dilemma. 
Indeed, the governors in general being 


of the military profeſſion; eſpecially 
where the diſcontents have been moſt vio. 


lent, ſeldom underſtand the commercial 
intereſts of a trading people, or the proper 


management of a civil government, _ 
a | aw 
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law martial, and the power military, be- 
ing very arbitrary, is quite different to the 
law civil, or the power of the civil magi- 
ſtrate. Men who have been accuſtomed to 
command an army cannot bear controul ; 
the paſſions frequently overcome reaſon 3 
and it is too well known by the preſent 
miniſtry, that the private reſentments of 
governors, and their miſrepreſentations, 
have led us into endleſs errors. Hence the 
neceſſity of extreme deliberation in our 
councils, when we determine on ſuch in- 
tricate points. It is not politic, it is not 
juſt, to embroil a whole nation, -and ſuffer 
thouſands to be ſlaughtered, to gratify the 
private reſentments and miſtaken notions 
of a miniſtry, or a few exaſperated and un- 
thinking individuals. It is unreaſona- 
ble to imagine, that a whole country of 
vaſt extent, with a large body of people, 
ſhould take up arms, and prefer the plea- 
ſures of peace to all the calamitous hor- 
rors of war, on a flight occaſion: nor 
is it likely that merchants, receiving 
the emoluments ariſing from commerce, 
ſhould riſk their - fortunes, merely to gra- 
wy a few ambitious mann The thing 
1 


: 1 
is next to impoſſible; for men accuſtomed 
to increaſe wealth by trade, the principle 
of which, is gain, cannot eaſily be prevail- 
ed on to engage in any meaſures, that 
jar with their preſent intereſts. What is 


on ſuch eaſy terms. All the colonies are 
now unanimous in their oppoſition to go- 
vernment, and the friends of. the miniſtry 
amuſe us with ſtories of the parental af- 


our indulgence, our mild benevolent 
treatment has been the cauſe of the pre- 
ſent diſobedience of our children. This 


- 


greeable to an Engliſh ear; we are apt to 
be captivated with the pleaſing reflexion 
of being the parent even of an unruly 
offspring. But what tender mother ever 
yet ſtabbed the ſword into the boſom of 
ber own child, ſays the enraged American? 
10 Is it an inſtance of the parental love, to 
IN. be deaf to our complaints; to murder us 
1 | becauſe we cannot comply with unreaſon- 
able demands? Theſe are the oppoſite 
opinions of ſome people in both coun- 
tries ; and while one inſiſts that indul- 


gence 


acquired by induſtry, is not parted with 


fection of the mother country z and that 


manner of diſcourſing is exceedingly a- 


"+ 
_- RO 
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gence is violence, and the other that vio- 
lence is indulgence, there is no probability 
4 of ſettling the national differences. 

It is a certain fact, however, that the 
1 of Great Britain, in general, are 


1 not enemies to the Americans: it is like- 
vwiſe true, that the generality of Ameri- 


= cans are well affe cted to the Engliſh, and 
me Engliſh government. The preſent 
quarrel, therefore, is confined. to a few 
diſſatisfied individuals; who have moſt 
probably abuſed their power, or through 
inadvertence led us into this melancholy 
ſituation. Men therefore muſt be ſtrange- 
ly infatuated, who believe, that ſuch a uni- 
verſal diſſatisfaction could prevail in the 
colonies, without they ſenſibly felt ſome 


SF real rauſe; unleſs they. labored under ſome 


grievances unredreſſed. All our meaſures 
againſt the Americans, ſeem more like 
the inconſiderate efforts, and unguarded 
actions of female petulance, than ariſing 
from that calm manly ſpirit, which ſhould 
govern the councils of a great commercial 
nation. The different miniſters, by artifice, 
have gradually removed what was originally 
a Captions miniſterial quarrel, to an appear» 


1 ance 
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ance of adifpute between the legiſlative bo 9 
dy of the realm, the coloniſts, and the peo. il 
ple of Great Britain at large: nor are ſeve- 
ral worthy members aware of this. The 
miniſtry, for twelve years, have ſhifted Wl 
from expedient to expedient; from every 
ſpecies of low cunning to outrage : they ll 
are diſtreſſed, becauſe their profeſſions are 
ſuſpected; and they become deſperate, in 
. the manner of artful hypocrites, when 
their incoherent ſchemes are fruftrated. 
The plan which was laſt adopted to ſet- 
tle our differences, was ſaid to hold the 
olive branch in one hand; and the ſword 
in the other. This ſtatute declared, that 
Great Britain could bind the colonies in all 
caſes whatſoever ; that the Britiſh parlia- 
ment had an unlimited power over the 
property and perſons of the coloniſts : 
they poſitively inſiſted on the right of 
fixing the ſum each colony was to raiſe for 
the ſupport bf the mother country. "Theſe 
terms, which were only intended to allure 
and deceive the Britiſh nation, were re- 
| jected with diſdain, and increafed the ani- 
moſities, It is not thought ſufficient by 
whe | friends a oma, that the co- 
lonies 
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lonies raiſe a ſum annually; but they muſt 
raiſe whatever ſum is voted by a Britiſh 
parliament. | If the members of both 
houſes were queſtioned ſingly, what mode 
of taxation was leaſt burthenſome to the 
individuals in America; or what would 
be the moſt eligible means of raiſing 2a te- 
venue; or how much each province could 
ſpare z perhaps the majority, if they ſpoke 
truth, would declare they knew not. Is 
it juſt, is it honorable: then, to give votes 
at random? The members acknowledge 
they do not underſtand the /proper -mode 
of taxation, or the internal police of the A- 
merican provinces; and yet they ſupport 
the miniſtry, by countenancing” whatever 
wild. projects they propoſe. Whether 
this is done by deſign or | negligence, 
ſtill the people in Great Britain and Ames 
rica become the immediate ſufferers, and 
they have an nr right: to expe 
ſe: : e766 26 W ils nen Ic 


* * e 
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No as it was confdard: by:the Awie- 
ricans, that neither the miniſtry vr parlia- 
ment could know with precifion|-what 
esch province could raiſe, or: what ma 
der was moſt expedient for raſing a for 
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this political ſcheme was rejected. Inꝰ 
deed to grant an unlimited freedom over 
the properties of all the coloniſts, for the 
pPurpoſe of a revenue, according to the 
will or inclination of the miniſtry or par- 
Hament, if under their influence; was 
vbat the Americans, as men poſſeſſing com- 
mon underſtanding, could never aſſent to. 
They then would have betrayed the very 
cauſe for which they contended; and the 
acknowledging ſuch unlimited domination, 
would have been forging chains for theme» 
ſelves. They diſcovered the intended de- 
ception immediately; they foreſaw, that, 
had they ſilently permitted ſuch a law to 
take place, the whole continent was de · 
voted to the unbounded demands of the 
mĩniſtry, or the Britiſh legiſlature. They 
bad already ſuffered too much to place 
confidence in poſſeſſions; and provinces, 
ho had till this time remained in a ſtate 
of neutrality, took the alarm; and, ſoon 
aſter the affair at Lexington and Bunker's 
hill, they all eagerly joined the refractory 
in defence of their common liberties. 
Thus, inſtead of a few men in the pro- 
* of Maſſichoſer's: bay- to contend 
with, 


| b. al 
with, by this ſcheme, ſo fraught with low 
cunning, we have now twelve united | 
provinces. 

To what principles the eld of go- 
vernment may be attributed for theſe laſt 
twelve years is difficult to determine. It 
cannot ariſe from an intention of only 
taxing the Americans; becauſe, in all 
the continental petitions, beſides the moſt. 
ſolemn profeſſions of allegianee to his - 
majeſty, they have voluntarily offered to 
raiſe us reaſonable ſupplies ; they only in- 
fiſt upon following their own mode as 


uſual for this purpoſe, in making it de- 


pendant on the votes of their own aſſem- 
blies. If our requiſitions were only a 


ſupply, what matters how it is raiſed, ſo 


that the ſum is remitted to the mother 
country ? This little diſtinction, trifling 
as it may ſeem, is for what we are princi- 


pally going to ſacrifice the lives of thou- 


ſands of our brave ſoldiers and ſailors, to 
exhauſt our national treaſure ; impoveriſſi 
our people, and in the end to loſe the very 
5 object we are contending for. - 4 

If all the colonies oppoſed the mother 
country, 2 through e or be- 


ing 


F 
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ing alarmed. at the compulſatory laws, 
that have been lately enacted, to force from 
them their property, without conſulting. 
their legal repreſentatives : ought not that 
contentious. ſpirit to have been appeaſed 
2 mild and gentle means? Would it not 

have been more politic in our miniſtry and 
parliament, even to have given up ſome 
points, or prevented their becoming ſub- 
jeQs of diſpute? For with very little con- 
ſideration it might have been foreſeen, 
chat the conditions offered on the ſide of 
Great Britain, could not be aſſented to by 
the Americans. To extend the power of 
the legiſlature in all caſes whatſoever over 
our coloniſts, without limitation, was at- 
tempting hazardous things: but when a 
violent oppoſition was diſcovered; when 
the fallacious reaſonings of the projectors 
and projects were detected; the ſcheme 
ſhould have been mollified ; and when the 
miniſtry could not execute what they 
withed for, they ſhould have embraced 
Every means to effect as much as was in 
theit power, and here it ſhould have reſt- 
ed. If, indeed, a thirſt for univerſal 
power was the ſreret object and wiſh 2 

20 8 F 
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me inviſible adviſers of Of 96 they 
mould have waited for ſome more favour- 
able opportunity; or they might have 
tried ſome few experiments in this coun- 
try, and according to the preſent diſpoſi- 
tion of many of our countrymen; and 
the implicit faith in the ſpecious profeſ- 
ſions of miniſters, great advantages per- 
haps might have been obtained, - 

But the main ſcope of the miniſters 
hath been to force the Americans, by 
every means direct and indirect, to ac- 
knowledge the unlimited ſupremacy of 
Great Britain, and by their own incon- 
ſiſtency they have prevented this. To ef- 
fect theſe great purpoſes, it was not the 
proper way to make laws and repeal them; 53 
to be of one. opinion this ſeſſion, and ano- 
ther the next; nor was it honorable to 
think of enſorcing obnoxious laws, by 
military violence, upon the narrow prin- 
ciple of our coloniſts being in a defence- 
leſs ſtate. For let us remember, that the | 
miniſtry, and all their flatterers and abet- 
tors; conſtantly dinned in our ears, that 
the Americans were cowards, Lv} 


Gr Aug. 


5 [44]. 
bluſtering bullies. The found of the drum, 
the piercing ſquall of the fife, the fight of 
regular troops, without the uſe of arms, 
or the thunder of guns, were to frighten 
the Americans into ſubmiſſion *. It is 
owing to the contempt which the mi- 
niſtry and their wiſe friends had of the 
American ſpirit, that we are reduced to 
our preſent difficulties. The American 
oppoſition was treated too lightly, and 
even ludicrouſly, till they made a very 
formidable appearance. Some noble lords 
aſſerted, the coloniſts were not ſerious ; 3 
others talked of ſubduing them without 
arms, and, indeed, all the meaſures that 
have been purſued, convince us, that 
the information from our colony ſervants 
muſt have been untrue, or that our mi- 
nĩſtry were dreaming about the affairs of 
the ſtate. The Boſton port bill, that re- 
ceived ſuch marks of approbation from 
the miniſterial friends, was to perform 
wonders ; 3 it was re· echoed through the 
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For this intelligence, which experience has prov- 
ed not true, we are obliged to ſome of our thought- 
leſs American governors; a ſufficient reaſon why their 
accounts ſhould not now be credited, becauſe this has 
3 in ſeveral inſtances. 


land 
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land as a ſcheme replete with political 
ſagacity 3 our differences were to be ſet- 


tled without the loſs of a ſoldier. What 
has been the conſequence ? It widened the 
breach, and added fuel to fire; it was a 
freſh reviving air, that ſerved to in- 
creaſe the devouring flame. If we may 
be allowed to conjecture, this act was 
framed on a ſuppoſition, that, however 
deaf the Americans might be to reaſon, 
they would ſoon be brought to a ſerious 
reflexion, when their trading - intereſts 
were at ſtake; and, when men are ready 
to give up all their intereſts, nay, even 
the means of obtaining a livelihood, we 
have a juſt right to think them ſincere, 
The framers of the bill, argued from their 
= own feelings; ſelf-intereſt perhaps is their 
& prevailing principle; and if they had it in 
& their power to determine, whether they 
are to be the utter ruin of this once hap- 
py country, or relinquiſh their places, 
there is no great difficulty in conceiving 
which they would embrace. 
With regard to this laſt act, it was 
thought neceſſary to obtain obedience by 
. military force; and ten thouſand men 
G 2 _ 


„„ - 
were foon in Boſton. The military of 
"this country, the miniſtry and their friends, 
confidently and arrogantly boaſted, that 
this force would be ſufficient to ſubdue 
the refractory in the colonies. To uſe 
the miniſterial language, this army was 
ſoon to give a good account of the Ame- 
rican oppoſition ; they reckoned how many 
weeks would paſs, before the ringleaders 
of the noiſy rabble were in our cuſ- 
tody ; ; in imagination they were brought 
to England, loaded with irons ; they were 
Publicly executed, and their bodies man- 
gled and burnt as traitors. The event has 
proved juſt the contrary. This formida- 
ble army, theſe conquerors of America» 
have been cooped up in Boſton like inof- 
fenfive poultry ; nor have they been ca- 
pable of performing one exploit worthy 
of the military bravery of a Britiſh army. 
The American army, we were taught to 
believe, were a mere mob, who would fly 
at the firſt fight of diſciplined troops; there 
was ſcarce a military man in this kingdom, | 
or even in America, who did not treat any 
idea of American reſiſtance as madneſs in 


the extreme; "ou declared the thing to 
12 v. be 
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be impoſſible. Theſe valiant ſons of Mars, 
theſe ſelf-ſufficient heroes, were to drive 
the Yankies, the cowardly American Pol- 
troons, the fanatic- praying, pſalm- ſing- 
ing provincials, all through their country, 
like a flock of wild geeſe, New gene- 
rals and freſh troops have been ſent over 
to be ſpectators of the diſgrace of the 
mother country, and they have now re- 
turned, not like Roman generals, to re- 
ceive the honor of a glorious triumph, 
but to convince this deluded nation, if it 
can be convinced, of the improbability 
of our preſent meaſures ever ſucceding. 
How has this nation been deceived ? How 
have we been miſled by giving credit to 
our ſervants on the continent ? But ought 
not the very people who have thus be- 
trayed the country, be brought forth to 
meet the juſt puniſhments due from an 
injured people ? Or are we to ſuffer them 
to eſcape the national vengeance, as an 
encouragement to future impoſitions ? 
They are to eſcape with impunity; they 
are again believed, and are to be employed; 
for their raſh, inconſiderate ſuperiors are 
obliged to be ſilent, and brookthe inſolence 
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of their time - ſerving confederates, when 
they even expect an unreaſonable ſhare in 
the public plunder. They who deceive a 
moſt excellent prince, and a generous brave 
people, muſt not complain' when they 
themſelves are deceived. In order, how- 
ever, to prepare our minds for a more ra- 
tional conduct for the future, let us take 
a ſurvey of the preſent ſtate of affairs, and 
the plans intended to be immediately exe- 
cuted by. the miniſtry, for the termina- 
tion of our national diſputes. 
At preſent, then, all America, except 
ſome inconſiderable places, and Eaſt 
and Weſt Florida, is probably in the 
poſſeſſion of the Provincials. The peo- 
ple on the continent are under the imme- 
date ſubjection of the congreſs, delega- 
ted from the different provinces, and e- 
lected by the free voice of the people. 
The congreſs has power to determine on 
the meaſures neceſfary to be purſued, 
either to proſecute the war, in the de- 
fence of what they call liberty, or to ne- 
goeiate with the mother country on the 
ane of peace. They have, in the 
name of all the dein they repreſent, 

petitioned 
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petitioned the king to be upon the fame 
footing they were before the year 1763, 
They likeyife infiſt, that a Britiſh parlia- 
ment have no right to tax them; but they 
readily ſubmit to parliamentary regula. 
tions of their trade. They freely offer, 
and ſolemnly promiſe, to raiſe a revenue 
for the uſe of ſupporting the burdens of 
the mother country, but infiſt on follow- 
ing their own modes of raiſing this ſup- 
ply ; namely, to be fairly voted as for- 
merly, when the exigencies of ſtate re- 
quired it, in their own aſſemblies. They 
likewiſe conſider our reſtraining laws on 
their trade, equal to a tax. Petitions fis 
milar to theſe have been delivered with 
the greateſt decency and unaffected hu- 
miliation to the throne, requeſting the in- 
terference of his majeſty, that he wauld 
be graciouſly-pleaſed to liſten to their com- 
plaints, redreſs their grievances, and unt 

ane terminate the preſent diſcords. 
The miniftry and their friends in both 
houſes, have declared the preſent Ameri- 
can reſiſtance, to be rebellion. They have 
treated the congreſs, and thelr petition, 
with 


[5 
with the utmoſt contempt. The colony 
governors have increaſed the apprehenſions 
of the American ſubjects by proclama- 
tions; in which they have proſcribed par- 
ticular perſons. They have changed the 
law civil to the law martial. They k have 
endeavoured; but without effect, to excite 


the hatred of one colony againſt another; 
and in order to reduce the Americans to 


obedience, the miniſtry are preparing a 
naval: and military force. They ſeem to 
be, as uſual, very confident of ſucceſs; and 
if the national force could as eaſily be pre- 
vailed on to conquer, as both houſes. to 


grant ſupplies, the gad . be Th 
pidly effected. ad © 7B 


oa ee now what . to be 
done is rather difficult; but, as we have 
only two ways left to proceed; either to 
conquer [this ſpirit in the Americans, or 
to negociate with the congteſs to eſtabliſn 
a permanent peace; let us conjecture on 
the canſequences attending e either metliod; 

and then we ſhall be better able to form a 
judgment of what will be moſt expedient 
for the true intereſts of the country. Firſt 
; then, let us draw ſome inferences, of what 
may 
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may moſt likely bappen from proſentiag 


| the war. 
Great expectations, it 1s ſaid, are form- 


ed by the ininiſtry, of effecting a conqueſt 


by a naval force. The ſcheme is, to take 


all 5 American veſſels, and ſell them 


Wer they will not be loaded with 
French indigo, cotton, ſugar, or Spaniſh 
| filver. We will ſuppoſe, that the whole 
navy of Great Britain is employed on 
this occaſion; and in conſequence, thro: 
the vigilance of our cruiſing veſſels, all 
their ſhipping is in the poſſeſſion of the 
Engliſh. We will ſuppoſe this effected; 


we will ſuppoſe, that ſeveral provincial 


privateers are fitted out againſt them- 


ſelves; and that by accident the father 
murders his ſon, the ſon his father. We 


will ſuppoſe all their principal ſea-port 
towns deſtroyed : but then, we have not 
conquered the coloniſts. There is a con- 
ſiderable army on land, with whom we 
muſt engage; Who are too politic to de- 


cide the fate of their country by a ſingle 


battle. They would moſt probably harraſs 


our army continually, or keep it fixed in a 


ſimilar ſtate of inaction, to the valiant ten 
H | thou- 


L821 


J. powerful army was to divide according to 
Y the idea of ſome of our Engliſh politicians, 
and twenty or thirty thoufand ſoldiers were 
to land in Canada, and the ſame number 
in the ſouthern ptovinces, either in Geor- 

gia or South Carolina. Is it probable that 


fact, well known to the army in general, 
and particularly to thoſe brave men who 
ſerved laft war in America, that ſuch a 
ſcheme would be impraQticable ? But let 
us fuppoſe fixty thouſand men thus em- 
ployed, even ſucceeded, conquered and 
deſtroyed every town and village i in Ame- 
rica; butchered men, women and chil. 
dren promiſcuoufly ; and nearly extirpa- 
ted their whole race. Of what con- 
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mother country, when ſtripped of her 
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all her towns and villages are deſtroyed; 

when her fertile corn fields are laid waſte ? 
How are the taxes, "is which we now 
contend, then to be levied? Can our mi- 
niſters, though ever ſuch great financiers, 
extract from the wild, howling, melan- 
| 555 
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: thouſand in Boſton, But ſuppofing a very 


theſe armies could ever meet? Is it not a 


ſequence would this continent be to the 


trading veſſels, when depopulated; when 
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choly beaſts in the deſert, the ſums to pay 1 
off the national debt? Would they obtain | 
a maſority, would they requeſt botk houſes | 
| to pals x votes, and force the American trees | 
to comply with the demands of the mo- | 


ther country ? Some end may be anſwered 
by a war with other nations; but what 
advantage are we to gain by murdering 
thouſands of our own people? What joy 
can ariſe from carrying deſolation through 
our own country, and plungin, the ſword. 
into our own boſoms ? Such unfeeling re- 
ſentments may be agreeable to our natural 
enemies; but it muſt produce Horror 1 in, 
the mind of every well-wiſher to this 


country.” Our religion, our conſciences, 
violently oppoſe the preſent unmerci- 


ful difpoſition to our friends, our rela- 
tions, our brothers. The peaceable re- 


ligion of chriſt preaches forgiveneſs to 
thoſe who have 5 injured us; but why 


do we mention. Chriſtian meekneſs? Our 

paſſions, our reſentments, our intended , 

crueltics to each other would diſgtace the 

moſt uncultivated nation of heathens, even 

the cruel uninformed: Indian would _ 

ſhooked- at our N maſſteres. ür 
401g: Hitherts 


FT, 

* 

1 

n 
1 
383 

og 
+ * 

* 3 

2 
7 

8 

N 

; or 

+. $1 
We, 

HOSE 

* 

0 

> EA 

"FD 

Ss 

N 

44H 

_— 

1 
Pty 
"(ER 
© ITE \ 
ms x", * 

BS 
\ + 
8 

3% < 
1 

1 Da 
* 

3 
Ko "I 
WT 

gw 

5 c 

* 
4p Ju” 
£0 

"= 

2 >, 

7 

LA 

Sp 2 
2 

2 2 » 

on 

1 ” 

7 4 

* * 
y 

. 1. 8 
. 
= 5 
4 2 
1 * 
Wo Do 
* — 
1 "=D 
. 
wg". 

- Sj 

2 
5 

2 
v *, of 
450 

. 
* 1 

» 
8 
75 
<7 
D ow 
4 SEE 
k F 
* 

- I" 
f 5 
8 
: 2 
* * 
NN 
2 

＋ . 

* 

op 

IH 

f 

1 

J Fed 
N . 

: 3 
43 
Ms. -- 
oY a 

2128 
- 8 
Bet 
"*-S 
EH 
. =4Y 
SER 
* 
'. = 
$0458 
* 59 
IR 

Bt; 

1 bu 
KL 
* £ 
wh 
- 
© 

"I 
F Fa 

S 
8 3 
Fr” a 

Y 4. Sa 
7 $83 

— 
NS 

* = 

, Th. 

FR 

= * 
PAY: 

3” © 
1 
rag” 
WP, 
"EM 
1 > 
N 

' = 
er 
2 
4 * 

0 bog”? 

Wy. 
1 

* 
9 
* 2 

mY = 
97 ' 
* 
ly 

5p 
4 
it 0 

5 
— 

2 


J 


%%% . ¶Äͤull!l!l.!· on 


[54] 

Hitherto we have ſuppoſed that ſaccefshas 
attend ed our arms; and that the Ameri- 
cans remaining, after ſuch, a horrid unnatu- 
ral war, were become our ſlaves, and ready 
to acquieſce, in any meaſure, a deſ- 
 potic miuiſtry may deign to grant a miſe- 
 rable exhauſted people, ſtruggling in 9 
they ſuppoſed the cauſe of liberty. 
what advantage would ſuch inhabitants Fa 
to this country ? Is it poſſible that an Eng- 
liſh prince would even wiſh to govern a 
few unhappy people, worn, out, depreſſed, 
and ſinking under accumulated misfortunes? | 
Such an idea of power is in itſelf ridi- 
culous. What probability is there of 
having any thing elſe to govern on that 
ſide the Atlantic, except the ruins of de- 
populated towns, uncultivated fields, old 
men, women and children, whoſe rela- 
tions unfortunately fell in the national con- 
t eſt. But then the miniſtry might boaſt, 
they had conquered. They might oſtenta - 
tiouſly exhibit their rags and diſtreſu, like 
the opulent man who went to law, mere 
ly to gratify a litigious ſpirit: and reduced 
himſelf from the moſt eaſy affluence, to a 
ſtate of extreme beggary and wretchedneſs, 
15 | But 


| [551 
But ſuppoſe we ſhould be Pr RE Tree, 
in theſe” expectations of ſucceſs; and a 
great part of our fleet ſhould be loſt; for, 
all ſeafaring people know what danger 
there j is on the American coaſt, which is 
a lee ſhore. When the nk wind 
ſets i in, the chief of our  thips, if they are 
ſo hazardous as to keep out at ſea, will be 
driven towards the Weſt Indies. There 
are likewiſe frequent and dangerous hurri- 
canes on the coaſt. Suppoſing,. notwith- 
ſtanding our vigilance, many of the Ame- 
rican privateers eſcape, and plunder our 
rich Weſt, Indiamen? Will any man, 
converſant i in naval affairs and the.Ame- 
rican coaſt, ſay, that ſuch a thing i is im- 
probable ? It will moſt aſſutedly happen "F 
and the. idea of ſoon . ſeizing all their veſ- 
ſels, is as romantic, as the moſt extravagant 
projects of Don Quixote, The veſſels the 
Ameticans will fit out for privateers, will 
be chiefly ſloops and ſchooners, Bermu- 
dean built + theſe will take ſhelter under. 
the land, in ſeveral creeks. and bays on the 
coaſt; there are hundreds ſuch places all 
along the coaſt. Let us only reflect on 
the numbers, even between Savanna in 
__ _ Georgia, 


-E 56,1] 
Georgia, and Charles town, South Caro- 
lina. Thele veſſels will fail in very "ſhal- 
low water. If our men of war Chace 
them, how are they to. come within. gun 
ſhot of them ? They may hoiſt out their 
boats, man them, and arm them; 5 but a 
few reſolute men on board theſe veſſels 
lying unſeen till the boats come nearly, a- 
long - ſide, will fire grape ſhot, and ei- 
ther ſink our boats, or deſtroy | our men; 3 
and there is certainly in this calc a much 
greater chance of the American Privateers 
takin ng. our boats, than the boats ir ng. 


1 Fxx 7 , 
. T2 F? 2 * 2 15 


It miniſtry e 420 con 
ſult foes of our old naval officers, and they 
will; to n man, if they ſpeak honeſtly and 
truly; confirm the truth of what is here 
related.” We ſhould: recolle&, that when 5 
ſhips have been out about four or five 
months, they will want docking ; ; their 
bottoms will want cleaning ; their ſides 
wall want caulking, otherwiſe they will be 
uſeleſs. How are ſhips to berefitted for ſea? 
At Hallifax, ſay theminiſtry. Where are the 
ſhipwrights ; for the Am ericans Wil give. 
n nen e in e down 
our 
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Sur veſſels. Nor will our ſhips, unleſs our 


\ 


army ſhould be. happily poſted on ſtwre, 
ever be permitted to enter their dock- 
yards, many of which lie many miles up 
à narrow river. So that for refitting, our 
ſhips muſt return home, eſpecially our 
great ones, or be like uſeleſs logs floating 
on the ſea. For the American - built veſ- 
ſels are excellent for quick failing ; and 
thofe employed on the coaſt being ſmall, 


are eaſily refitted, even without going 
into their principal harbors. Belides, 


they may hover about Hiſpaniola, and, 


as out ſhips paſs to Jamaica, unleſs con- 


voyed, they will ſurely be taken. But 
the friends of the miniſtry fay our ſhips 


are to take them all, preſs the men into 
our ſervice, and fit their own veſſels out 


Againſt themſelves, Theſe doctrines . 


appear very plauſible to ſuperficial, w 

men; but, we are poſitive, if all the ſhips 
of Great Britain were employed for — 
very purpoſes, they would return to the 


mother country without ſucceſs. In fact, 


men who imagine it poſſible, are either 
totally incapable of thinking at all, or they 
muſt be as credulous as ſome of our wiſe 


miniſters. 


[58] 
miniſters. The difficulties we are going 
to encounter, our _ penetrating miniſtry, 
perhaps, have not had leiſure to examine z 
but let us attend, and d, if they unhappily 
. perſevere. in their looſe impracticable 
ſchemes, a little time may diſcover, that 
theſe preſent ſuggeſtions are melancholy 
truths. It is our thoughtleſsneſs and 
want of ſoreſight that gives ſpirit to the 
Americans; and it ſeems at preſent the 
peculiar happineſs of this country, for mi- 
niſters to be haſty in council, to paſs laws 
without conſideration. The American 
councils, on the contrary, ſeem to be very 
deliberate; but, when points are deter- 
mined, the plans are rapidly executed. 

The chance, then, is certainly equals 
whether our fleet ſhall return victorious, 
or whether they periſh in the attempt, 
notwithſtanding our great and expenſive 
preparations * * Ita is impoſſible to foretel 


„The . 8 if proſecuted 8 
only, will coſt this nation near four millions ſterling. 
The American revenue would not amount to ſuch a 
ſum for a great number of years, had even the acts 
been admitted. * excellent de of paying the na- 


— 
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59 J 
the dangers of the ſea, or the conſe= 
Juen of being ſhipwrecked on an ene- 
my's coaſt, for ſo are the Americans con- 
| ſidered; Thoſe ſeas, above all others, are 
; dangerous; and where are our ſhips to 
procure: proper pilots? Are pilots to drop 
from the clouds ? Or are our ſhips and 
brave ſailors of no conſequence to this 
country ? The reſolves of the congreſs, 
too, open a free trade to all foreign pow- 
ers whatever, free of duties. Can the 
miniſtry of Great Britain, can the Eng- 
liſh merchant be ſo ſuperficial as to ima- 
cine, that ſome European ſtates will not 
avail themſelves of theſe' advantages ? To 
ſuppoſe it would be folly in the higheſt 
degree. Will not the French from Hiſ-' 
paniola, the Spaniards from Cuba, joyfully 
embrace ſuch an advantageous traffic. Is 
it impoſſible for the king of Pruſſia to fit 
out veſſels from Emden? Will the Dutch 
be neglectful of ſuch a favorable oppor- 
tunity to increaſe their commerce ? Theſe” 
things are impoſſible, ſay our miniſtfy and 
their friends; for theſe nations have made 
repeated profeſſions,” that they will not 
lotermeddle with Great Britain and her 
I Cn colonies ; 
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calonjes; they will not trade with ſuch 


be and led to place confidence in 


rely on the promiſes of the natural ene- 


it, and ſhortly, perhaps, it may be con- 


arrogance, their paſt miſdeeds, in 28 00 


[6] 
a diſobedient offspring. Thus are we 


ſuch courtly profeſſions. But a man muſt 
know little of national policy, who would 
regard the aſſurances of any nation. It is 
by ſach ſpecious means they always de- 
ceiye; and a wiſe miniſter would as ſoon 


mies of Great Britain, as an affectation 
f honour and honeſty in a convicted fe- 
lon. But our infallible miniſtry have ſaid 


ſtrued rebellion not to believe them. The 
preſent faſhion is to place an unlimited 
confidence in miniſters, though they are 
themſelves conſtant] y deceived ; miſlead 
the nation ; and, owing to our ſupineneſs, | 
have the effrontery to acknowledge, with 


of receiving our future favors. 

If a part of aur fleets lay in the "PR 
rican | harbors, what will be the conſe- 
quence? The Coloniſts, moſt probably, if 
they poſſeſs the land, will produce con- 
ſtant alarms, by either temporary- built 
— to 5 fire to our ſhips, © or other 


| [ 61 ] 
ſtratagems, that will equally annoy 65 
and, if our ſhips are frozen up next wins 
ter in their harbors or rivers, they may 
likely be loſt for ever to the mother coun- 
try. Thus will our brave failors, the in- 
eſtimable ſupporters of Great Britain, be 


left to the merey of an enraged people. 


The ill effects of prohibiting all inter- 
courſe with the mother country, will be 
hereafter ſeverely felt, firſt by the mer- 


chants, and then by the manufacturers of 


Great Britain, not to mention the diſad- 


vantages to our Weſt India iſlands, But, 
indeed, commercial and pecuniary conſi- 


derations are inconſiderable, when we re- 


fie& on the great number of human vic- 


tims who are to be facriſiced on this oc-- 
caſion. But it ſeems the lives of thou- 
| fands are trifles to an unfeeling miniſtry. 
While they enjoy the luxuries of life, un- 
diſturbed, they ſeem inſenſible to the 
piereing cries of the brave ſoldier ot 


fatherleſs children. 


From theſe . on our 8 15 
force,- let us conſider the army. The 


whkiery” are to be landed. It might na- 


100 I 2 turally 


lailor's. widow, and their Tapping 
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1 happen, and the natives of America, un- 


16 
turally be aſked where, or how? Prudence 
will ſuggeſt this in the firſt and moſt con- 
venĩent place that offers. We will ſup- 
poſe ſixty thouſand: men landed, thirty 
thouſand on the ſouthern provinces, and 


the ſame number in the northern. For 


ſome time the army muſt remain near 
the ſea-coaſts; and, if they begin their 
march with intent to take poſſeſſion of 
the numerous towns, villages, and plan- 
tations, they muſt leave their heavy artil- 
lery for the roads in America are not 
like thoſe in Great Britain. In the ſouth- 


ern provinces, no perſon can travel twen- 


ty miles from the ſea- coaſts, except thro' 


thick woods, and farther up the country 


there are no roads in many parts. In North 


America, though a larger portion of land 
is cleared, yet the travelling in general is 


thro woods, at leaſt evety ten or twenty 
miles. In the progreſs of out military thro 
the country, unleſs the Americans, were 


abſolutely cow ards, as the miniſtry formerly 


aſſerted, and which we now know not 'to: 
be true; an engagement or ſeveral, muſt 


l e rather better; than 
l SGcotch- 
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Scotchmen, Heflians, or Ruſſians. They 
know more, they know the country, and 
they would make every ten miles a ſerious 
march to our brave Britiſh ſoldiers. If an 
army of ſixty thouſand Engliſh are in Ame- 
rica, they muſt be fed. But how? Not 
by the Americans; for they would natu- 
rally deſtroy every ſort of ſuſtenance at 
the approach of the king's troops. It 
is poſitively impracticable to ſupply ſuch - 
an army, from the fleet or tranſports ; 
or even from the mother country; unleſs 
the tranſports could follow the camp on 
dry land: but even baggage waggons can- 
not be drawn far up the country, eſpeci- 
ally in the ſouthern provinces. Now if 
the provincial army retreated at the ap- 
proach of our army, and we were to fol - 
low them; in paſſing through the coun- 
try, we' ſhould every hour be in jeopardy, 
of being eut to pieces, ſurrounded or con- 
ſtantly fired upon from provincials con- 
cealed in the woods, without the advan- Te 
tage of returning their fire, or meeting '4 
them fairly; for; it is an invariable.max-- | 
im amongſt the 'Aniericans, never to face 
an enemy. but with f ſuperior advantages 
. and 


or it maſt be remembered the country in 


15 1 
ard the moft evident proſpects of ſuvcefs. 
After the ſcorching heat of the day's march, 


ſurnmer is burning hot, the ſoldier muſt 
de refreſhed with reſt : it is poſitively im- 

| practicable i in moſt parts to form à re | 
camp; then how is the weaticd foldier to 
fleep in ſecurity? How is an army to 
brave the dangers of the field, when fa- 
miſhing with hunger, and deprived of reſt f 
In the cabinet, and on the map of Ame- 
| rica, the miniſtry may form a plan of ope- 
rations ; ĩn the upper and lower houſe they 
may chearfully vote; but a great army 
cannot be fed by the wiſhes of the firſt, 
of the ready concurrence of the laſt: nor 
can ſoldiers travel fo cafily in America, as 

our wile politicians on a ſheet of paper. 
Our army therefore, unleſs ſupported by 
forme ſupernatural means, if W attempt 

ct to penetrate far into the country, would 
Periſh for want of the neceſfaties of life. 
Men in an enetay's country, pertiaps cut 
off from all ſupplics, if the- commander | 
{ -marched too- far; and, in a 


REESE] 3 0 engage with 
| 5 courage. 
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aeg condition, ſurrdunded by the pro- 1 
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courage, It is not improbable, that the 
foreign troops would readily embrace the 
firſt favorable opportunity that offered to 
deſert, when they found a likelihood of 
being better provided for. Theſe are only 
ſome of the diſadvantages which may hap- 


pen if our army proceed up the country. If 
they remain near the ſea-coaſt, or in a ſi- 
milar ſtate to thoſe in Boſton, we may as 
well keep them peaceably and inactive in 
our own country; and by that means fave 
the nation millions of maney. 

There are other circumſtances to be 
conſidered, We have as yet ſuppoſed the 
war carried on by Chriſtian powers z where 
the conquered ſoldier or ſailor is treated 
with ef ; where compaſſion for pri- 
ſoners is the peculiar characteriſtic of the 
people on both fides ; but, it may be pre- 
ſumed, that the Indian ſavages would not 
remain idle ſpectators of the preſent war 
They will declare for Great Britain or- the 
coloniſts 3 or moſt probably different na- 
tions for both. In this caſe which ever 
fide conquered ; and both ons and the o- 
ther muſt be defeated in different engage- 
ments; the pos inſtead of being treat- 


ed 


— IN 
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. left to the oruel care of Indian ſavages 3 
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ed with clemency, after having fougbt 
bravely, are left to theſe ſavages: to have 
their exiſtence finiſhed by ſcalping. Let 


us image to ourſelves the miſerable fate 


of the brave wounded officer, and gallant 


ſoldier ; perhaps bleeding to death, or half 


expiring with honorable wounds; or after 


courageouſly bearing the fatigues and dan- 


gers of the day; ſee the unfeeling monſter 
with his knife cutting thro” the ſcalp ! See 
him tearing it off, ſee the Engliſh ſoldier's 
eyes tore out of their ſockets! Hear the 
ſhrieks of the ſufferer | Behold him in his 

dying groans ! See his fleſh kept as a mark 


of diſtintion ! See this inhuman unre- 


lenting ſavage, carrying the. ſcalps to the 
chief commander, and receiving rewards 


and encouragement, as an incentive to fu- 


ture cruelties. Theſe, and many more | 


ſuch inhumanities, muſt be the inevitable 


conſequence of the war. The climate 


will occaſion ſickneſs ; putrid fevers will 
probably deſtroy. more than the ſword. 
Where and how is the poor enfeebled fick 
ſoldier to obtain any comfortable relief? 
The fick and wounded: will be frequently 


[6] 


it would be a greater charity to hang every 
ſoldier we ſend on this unneceſſary cruel 
expedition. Only let us ſuppoſe for a mo- 
ment, that a French army was landed on 
the coaſt of England; can we imagine 
they would march through our country? 
Would all the Engliſh fly at the appear- 
ance of French troops? Would our ene- 
mies receive friendly aſſiſtance from our 
countrymen? No. We ſhould unite with 
vigor to oppoſe the intended ravages of 
the invaders : we ſhould rack our inven- 
tions to cut off ſupplies ; we ſhould diſ- 
comfit them by every means that faney 
could imagine. Will not the Americans 
conduct themſelves in a ſimilar manner? 
Will they not continually harraſs in the 
day, and, in the night, will they not diſ- 
turb our wearied men; and are they not 
on the ſpot ready for theſe purpoſes? It 
ought to be remembered, that our army 
will not be permitted to paſs through the 
country, and receive temporary refreſh- 
ments from the people as formerly; nor 
ſhall we paſs quietly, as our generals did 
laſt war; nor are the coloniſts to be fright- 
ened like the French and luxurious Spa- 


nd at the name of: Britiſh ſoldiers, 
No; they are inſpired with a fervent diſ- 
intereſted zeal for theirreligion, their laws, 
their liberties; their property is not alone 
the object of contention; they are deſpe- 
rate and determined; their reſolution is to 
tranſmit to poſterity the Engliſh freedom 
An its pure original ſtate. Are generous 
"Britons to behold this carnage unmov- 
ed Shall we not puniſh, ſhall we not ex- 
tirpate thoſe who have thus betrayed the 
cduntry? Or are we to ſit down indolent 
and contented, and let the inventors and 
vperformers of theſe horrid cruelties eſcape 
unpuniſhed ? To what frozen region, has 
our national honor and humanity flown ? 
Theſe are the natural diſadvantages of 
35 war,” and many more might be enu- 
emerated, which at preſent we omit. The 
: "miniſtry well know, that neither officers 
or men engage with alacrity, or cordiality 
in the preſent ſer vice. They as men of 
nice honor are divided bettyeen the plead- 
ings of conſcience, and their duty as offi- 
_ -6trs; to men of different ſentiments either 
may -preponderate. Neceffity may oblige 
many to engage in the unwelcome ſervice: 
but 


169 ] 
but others freely declare, they do not 
perceive the neceſſity of engaging their 
lives in a duty, that can neither redounc | 
to the glory and, magnanimity o of. the coun- 
try, or the t ſpirit of the bone 
ſoldier, 

Thus it muſt appear, that the proſecu⸗ 
tion of the war, let it be conſidered in 
whatever, point of view, muſt he injuri- 
ous tg, our country ; and net improbably | 
ſever us for ever from our colonies.” If we 
are ſugceſsful by our arms, ſtill no good 
whatever will, he obtained; far our ſucceſs 
would be our ruin: and if we are unſuc- 
ceſsful, we, muſt then make peace with 
our coloniſts. on their own terms. | 
From the natural conſequences of the 
war, let us. conſider the advantages of re- 
conciling our preſent animoſities. 

If a reconciliation ſhould take place 
the nation will be ſaved at leaſt twenty 
millions of money ſterling ; for it is not 
one, two, or three campaigns, that will 
be ſufficient to effectually ſubdue our co- 
lopies. The merchant who now ſtands 
trewbling for, the fate of his property, on 
that fide the Atlantic, would probably, ob- 

| 1 fri pit Nin 


1 
tain his juſt demands; and receive freſh 
orders for ſupplies of Britiſh manufac- 


tures. The laboring man, who depends 


for a livelihood on the conſumption of the 
merchant, will be prevented flying from 


the mother country for employment. For, 


the ceſſation of traffic which muſt inevi- 
tably happen, is not at preſent much felt: 


but ſome time hence, thoſe who were ſo 


buſy in furniſhing addreſſes to the throne 


for bloodſhed and flaughter, will ſtand 
forth and arraign the conduct of thoſe ve- 


ry men, who, through a ſervile proſtitu- 


tion of their honor, betrayed them into 


the inhuman meaſure. Thouſands of men 
will be unemployed in a few years, if the 
Nagnation of trade continues : ſome even 
now begin to feel the baneful effects of 
its defection. They may enter into the 
army or navy, ſay the miniſtry, and there 


they may have employment. But is it 
forgot, that the glory of this country, 
nay, all its intereſts depend on trade: and 
that neither a miniſterial army or navy can 


exiſt without the merchants affiſtance ? 
But it is become faſhionable, to treat every 
propoſal for the true intereſt of the coun» 

Fr pn try 
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try with contempt. The miniſtry and 


their ſuperficial friends already inſinuate, 
that the American trade is unimportant ; 
that there are new channels of commerce, 


which will be equal to that we are likely 
to loſe with America. If this is true, 
why then do we arm? Are we to expend 


the national treaſure; are we to murder 
thouſands for the amuſement of ſome in- 
viſible enemy to this country? If the Ame- 
ricans and their trade are uſeleſs to this 
country, let us relinquiſh our preſent 
claims ; and leave theſe obſtinate repub- 
licans, as they are unjuſtly called, to their 
own infatuation. Can it be poſſible, that 
a mild amiable prince, like ours, who 
ſhed tears for the calamities of his ſub- 


JeQs, nay, our enemies laſt war; can en- 


joy the miſery which muſt inevitably ac- 
crue to his own people by our civil com- 
motions ? If it was poſſible, it would argue 
the greateſt inſenſibility and the moſt con- 


ſummate hypocriſy. It is impoſſible ; our 


prince is remarkable for humanity. Where 
then do theſe meaſures originate ? Cer- 
tainly from ſome inviſible agent, who ei- 


ther, through yncommon obſtinacy and 
| | dane, 
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ignorance, or the blackeſt deſigns, is an 


enemy, a traiterous enemy to the prince, 

the country, and the people. 
But, beſides the advantages of- our traf- 

fic, and which we pronounce to be of the 


firſt importance to this country, ſome 


thouſands of inoffenſive men, no judges 
of the preſent diſputes, will be faved i on 


both fides. Is it generous, is it liberal, to 


ſacrifice the gallant ſoldier and ſailor to a 
capricious humor? Should we employ of- 


ficers, who ſo honorably diſtinguiſhed 


themſelves laſt war againſt the French and 
Spaniards, in the unwelcome duty of par- 
ricides and murderers? Who has bewailed 
the loſs of thoſe brave -men, who un- 
timely fell at Bunker's Hill? How much 
more honorable were the death of a Wolfe, 

and the wounds of a Monckton ? The 
preſent war will diſgrace the honor of the 
country; it will fill the hiſtoric page with 


a melancholy tale, of the unequalled maſ- 
acres performed in the reign of a prince, 


who has ever been conſidered a pg in 
goodneſs. 


One hurries us on to this ates: an- 


other to > that; « third ſtarts ſomething Kill 


£3 more 
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more prepoſterous. | If viblent meaſutes 
are propoſed, they are 'received with joy- 
ful acclamations; if a conciliatbry plan is 
offered, it meets With court oppoſition. 
It ſcents that conqueſt is the obſect, when 
they know not how to conquer: difap- 
pointinents Tucceed ſuch raſh proceedings, 
and acertain fatality attends every meaſute 
the miniſtry engage in. Thwarted in their 
expectations, they become frantic, and 
plan incoherent projects that would diſ- 
grace Bedlam. At firſt our 'colony-go- 
vernors were to enforce. obedience z then 
a military force is ſent; then a prokibi- 

tion of trade i is introduced; ; then a ceſſa- 
tion of all intercourſe with the mother 
country is to ſettle the differences: every 
one of theſe projects were 5 as 'the 
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the day, that lord Dunmore has ſet up. 25 5 
king 's Found that Hive of the ſouthern 
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means ? They are Bel . cannbt 2 an- 


ſwer. They know the Abele ſtory of this 
| ſwag- = 


[4] 


. fraggering buſtleing governor, tobe a weak 


_ futile invention, and only circulated for the 
purpoſes of a future claim on the miniſtry. 

Now certainly ſome rewards are Juſtly due 
from government for ſuch reviving hopes, 
though even falſe, to raiſe our drooping 
ſpirits, and amuſe our minds from pene- 
trating too deeply into the real cauſes of 


the preſent calamities. But it is now too 


late to carry on theſe deceptions, ſuch falſe 
reports have too often been propagated; 


thoſe who. have .obſerved a neutrality, 


| begin to have their ſuſpicions awakened ; 

It will be beſt not to puſh matters too far, 
for men of the moſt calm and moderate 
way of thinki begin to be alarmed. 

The Engliſh 150 


their patience 1s. exhauſted, they. become 


fierce | as lions; they. revenge with vio- 
lence : who ſhall then ſtem the forrent ? 
Will the profeſſions of miniſters, or the 
bewildering ſophiſtry of hireliog writers 
| then avail ? 


We would adviſe theſe eg to 


conqueſt, to conquer their own private re- 
: en; 1 their own violent paſſions ; ; 


then 


Il bear injuries to a certain 
degree; 3 " proceed beyond theſe bounds, 
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their inflexible perverſeneſs and obſtinacy : 
this would be a conqueſt indeed; a con- 


queſt, that would not diſgrace the greateſt = 


man in the kingdom. 

If men were to govern their private fa- 
milies in this inconſiſtent manner, they 
would only excite the ridicule. of their 


neighbours ; but the councils that are to 


govern a great nation, ought to be in the 


bigheſt degree liberal and extenſive. How 
cautious ſhould miniſters be, , leſt, thro* 


prejudice or credulity,they commit irrepa- 
rable errors. There never was a time in the 


Britiſh annals, more important than the 
preſent ; the lives, liberties, and fortunes 
of millions, are dependant on the deciſions 
of our councils, If the king and miniſtry. 
hearken to ſome propoſals, and decide in 


favour of peace, peace will be reſtored, 
and happineſs will be diffuſed throughout 


the whole empire. If violence and coer- 
cive meaſures are purſued, let adminiſtra- 


tion remember, they were forewarned of 


the ſtabs they were going to give, before 
the blow. was ſtruck 3 and'that whatever 


may be the future calamities, let the whole 
world recollect, inſenſible to any humble 
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petitions, deaf te any ſpirited” temen 
ſtrances ; carebeſs of any timely advice; 
their obſtinaey and inconſiderateneſs plun- 
ged this nation into irrecoverable ruin. 
The condemning ef the ruinous mea- 
fares that have been adopted, however, is 
cafily practicable; and we might enlarge 
on the melancholy ſuabject, but it would 
be an impeachment of our national honor, 
that liberty with whiek Britons are hap- 
pity bleſſed; if we were wanting in ſome 
propofals to heal our wounds, and remove 
the convetfions that prevail atiprefent, and 
diſtract theſe unhappy Kingdoms. The fol- 
lowing plan, then, is ſubmitted to the 
confideration of his majefty's miniſtere, 
and the other branches of the re, 
1752 lords and commons. 75 
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able merchants, mall meet the congreſs at 
ſome place agreed on by both parties, or 
as government ſhall direct, and hear, with 

attention, the complaints of the Ameri. 
cans, to compare them with thoſe received 
from our governors, and ſee what propo- 
ſals of accommodation they have to offer. 


Theſe commiſſioners ſhall have free power 


to treat with the Ameticans, and ſotme ge- 


neral plan d propoſe; and whatever (hall 
be aſſented to by both parties, ſhall afrer= 
wards, if approved, be confirmed by the 
king, Wan, and commons. 


ARTICLE III. 
Neo gentlemen ought to be permitted to 
be in this commiſſion under the age of 


1. aud they ſhould be choſen. more | 


F. rw 5 © Oe 


connexions. 


ARTICLE IV. 
Theſe commiſſioners would acquire an 
additional dignity, if they engaged i in this 
ſervice voluntarily, without any ſelf-in- 


tereſted motivesz and in conſequence a 
very ſmall ſalaty ſhould be annexed to their 


office. -This vople, N prevent 5 


rl _ 
; [ ny l 
13 . 
1359100 
« þ : 
6-4 ö 
1 4 2 
6 1 
Ad 1 
7 7 
WWF | 
1 
1 2 ö 
40 4 1 
Lind 4 
27 60 
35 ' 
7 1 © 
= * 4 
4 
5 $41 1 
* 4 £ 
* - ry 
233 0 
17 5 
5 1 1 
4 9 
: 1 2 
4.44 7 
: by Y 
"+ 7 ms 
7 (1 \ 
7 F : 
4 4 
U 
" 4 
1 1 F 
& 4. 
4 z 
. 7 } 
| i 
4 
1 
ut 
- 8 5 - 
MI 1 
2 o 
l J 4 
— # p J 
. 
; i 
* 5 
Sy | 
$ & 
: F7 . N 
; i 
* 
1 
* | +} N 
8 1 # 
1 A h 
4 * i 
. F+. 
| | 
2 * 4 
. 1 bo 77 
- 246 5 
| t 
. ay 1 
[WW 
. i 
, 19 
. 2] 
E. i 
. — 
* | 4 - = 
; ö 5 
. » 7 * 
$ j i 
>i l 1 
1 
+ v 
— by 
LY * 
A... 
. $ 
2 
t 


[78] 
intereſted men offering themſelves; and 
we might have ſome agreeable. proof of 
their fincerity, when they engage in their 
country's cauſe, through PRICE princi- 
ples 2:8 | 


The inſtruRions on the fide of govern- 
ment ſhould be kept a very profound ſe- 


cret ; and the whole body ſhould be ſworn 
to obſerve the ſtricted ſecreſy. 


AzTicls : : 

They thould daily, or as often as ne- 
ceſſary, when in America, receive the pro- 
poſals of the congreſs; and each propoſal 
ſhall be written and ſealed up, and deli- 
vered for the conſideration of each ref] pec- 
tive member, 4 clerks appointed for the 


purpoſe. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The committee ſhould meet weekly, or 
oftener, if their duty required it; at which 
meetings they ſhould freely deliver their 

opinions on the propoſals committed to 
their inſpection. Internal taxation muſt 
be given up, and the coloniſts put in the 
ſame 


[79] 
fame ſituation as in 1763, agreeable to the 
motion of the duke of Grafton. 


| ARTICLE VIII. 
Each member ſhould be i in his turn pre- 
ſident; and it ſhall be in the preſident's 
power, if the diſputes on any occaſion 
ſhould excite anger, to ſilence any refrac- 
tory member ; as it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
that the greateſt harmony ſhould ſubſiſt 
amongſt the members of this committee. 
ARTICLE IX. 
Every thing diſputable ſhall be deter- 
mined by the majority, and an oath ought 
to be adminiſtered, that they will not com- 


ply to any meaſure, merely through fear 
or affection to any particular member. 


Arier N 


No member ought to be admitted who 
is afflicted with the gout, or any bodily** 
diſeaſe ; as it is fact, that the intellectual 
faculties We be ſufficiently powerful 
for ſuch an important negociation, when 
the corporeal part is afflicted with pain. 
| Theſe are the outlines of the general 
plan; and as to the private inſtructions, 

they 


= * ene relentments of. tome 
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ſible manner, and on enlatged principles, 
by his majeſty's privy council, who ſhould 


be appriſed of the tranſactions, from 
time to time, till the negociation was fi- 
niſhed. When this was effected, the whole 
ſhould be laid before both houſes of par- 


liament for their approbation, if his ma- 


jeſty ſhould be ſo diſpoſed ; otherwiſe his 
| majeſty, with the advice of his privy coun- 


cil, has power to confirm and eſtabliſh 
the Peace, —which: ſhould be publicly rati- 
fied in the moſt ſolemn manner poſſible. 
If then there ſhould be a ſufficient por- 


tion of public virtue in this country, this 


plan, or one formed on ſimilar principles, 
would moſt probably ſucceed ; nor.does it 


require a change in the miniſtry, but a 


change of meaſures. .- But on the ſide of 
government, ſome points are to be given 


up; all animoſities ſhould ceaſe before the 


commencement of the negociation, and 


an act of general pardon and oblivion of 


what has paſſed, ſhould lay the founda- 
tion on the ſide of the mother country, 


leading 


[8% } 
leading men in America ſhould ſubſide 
diſcord and violence on both ſides ſhould 
end, and the calm voice of reaſon ſhould 
be ſubſtituted in their place. Thus may 
tranquility be reſtored, and thus may the 
blunders of the former and prefent mini- 
ſtry be repaired, and the deſigns of thoſe 
wretches, who have fomented our unna - 
tural divifions both in this country and. in 
Ameriea, be fruſtrated. But it is too 
common to ſay, that the relinquiſhing any 
of the claims of Great Britain, only in- 
duce the Americans to be more unreaſon- 
able in their demands; and ſome circu- 
late a ftory, that they aim at independ- 
ance. That there may be ſome men fo 
infatuated in America as to wiſh for inde- 
pendanee, few will doubt; but theſe are 
only a few deſperate and ambitious men, 
who would vaniſh on the approach of a 
reconcttiation. It is highly unreaſonable, 
that a religious and peaceable people would 
wiſh for a war, which muſt inevitably ru- 
in them, if peace might be acquired. 
When dy far the majority of a people are 
for war, what can the peaccable ſubject 
do? If he was diſpoſed to enliſt on the 
, ide 
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fide of government, he 8 would ever after 


labor under the greateſt difficulties, and 


be ſtigmatiſed by his countrymen as a trai- 


tor: hence the improbability of the Ame- 
rican inhabitants, however, well diſpoſed 
to our miniſtry, ever joining the king's 


regular troops. This we have already ex- 


perienced, and the miniſtry know, or they 
ought to know, as the intelligence is au- 


thentic, that the Canadians, to a man, 


will not take up arms againſt the other 
coloniſts. They know the reaſon; the 


Quebec act has excited univerſal diſguſt 5 


among the people in Canada; they have 


been too happy in the enjoyment of Eng- 
liſh freedom for twelve years, to give up 
ſuch a real happineſs out of complaiſance 


to their nobles or prieſts. The governor 
there likewiſe promiſed. to bring a Cana- 
dian army into the field; where is it? It 
has evaporated in fumo, like all the other 
viſionary dreams and ſwaggering preten- 
ſions of colony govetnors. The inſi- 
nuations, that the Americans aim at in- 
dependance, are ſtories invented and cir- 
culated to inereaſe our animoſities; but 


there is nothing more untrue. It is im- 


poſſible 


[83] 
poſſible for the coloniſts to be happier than 


under the protection of Great Britain; 


and they will underſtand their on inter- 
eſts. It is What they wiſh ; it is what 


they have petitioned for. Shall we be 


deaf then, to their intreaties; and by our 
petulance and inflexible reſentments, loſe 
them for ever? It is inevitable, unleſs we 
approve of ſome mode of reconciliation: 
It is from our repeated i inattention to their 


applications for redreſs, that, unwearied 


and alarmed with jealouſies, they have 
armed in, their defence... Now they are in 


arms, NOW it is found in dire& contradie- 


tion to the palliating and amuſing profeſ- 
ſions of adminiſtration 2 and their ſervile ad- 
herents on the continent, that the provin- 
cials are reſolute; we are diverted with a 
new ſpecies of reaſoning, that does high 
honor to the parties. One noble lord, in 


the true ſtile and ſentiment of a Covent 


Garden market. woman, ſays, Bad this 


125 year, better the next; that the Engliſh 
© are always unſi coceſsful at the begin- 


10 ning of a war. Another noble lord, 


converſant in the battles of Weſtminſter= 
hall, but unacquainted with true general- 


M ſhip, 
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ip, tells us, that we muſt ruſh on the 
foe impetuouſly, and conquer this ſpirit in 
America. We are to do this immediate- 


ly, without any conſideration. We are 
not to examine too nicely into the cauſes. 


Indeed his lordſhip is right, they will not 
bear examination; but they thall be exa- 
mined, and the public ſhall be informed of 
their HY tendency. A third lord, in an ele- 


| gant ofation, rails vehemently againſt mi · 


niſters at the opening the ſeſſion ; next day 
accepts a Place, and turns yeſterday's ſatire 
into a panegyric, and loud bawlings of ap- 
plauſe to-day. It is however not our pro- 
vince to be perſonal; z We tnean only to at- 
tack meaſures, not the men, for this laſt 
would be an inexhavſtible ſubject. To 


prevent then unprincipled people from in- 


finuating, that we have made affertions 
Without proofs, we here deliver the x proofs 


of what has been already advanced ; ſuch 


proofs as muſt convince all mankind, that 


we have written with moderation, though 


at the ſame time with that ſpirit and free- 
dom, which done belong to — 
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On the Side of GREAT On the Side of the AmEe 
BRITAIN, 1763. RICANS,' 1763. 
On the 6th of June 1963, Many merchants, who had 
the Havanna was given up been trading at Cs, 
to the Spaniards, and from Martinico, and at the Ha- 
that time commenced the vanna, when in the poſſeſ- 
prohibition of the Spaniſh fion of the Enghth, removed 
trade in Mr. George Gren- their effects to our new ſet- 


ville's adminiſtration. tlements; many were ruin- 
e FRET AAR' 7 ed by this miniſterial pro- 
hidition. 


A Letter from JAM Ate A, conveying a clear Idea of 
the Effects of the impolitic Prohibition. May the 
5th, 1764. y 15 | 

The commercial concerns in this part of the world, were 
never known ſo bad as ſince the peice was conclided; for 
that part of the trade which was the ſupport of this Hlahd, 
and its credit at home, is entirely fabſided, by orders from 
home, to fuppreſs all commerce with the Spaniärds, who 
were the only people that brought us money here for our 

Britiſh manufuctures, and enabled ds to make our remic- 

tances to England. Not a Spaniſh veſſel can now come 

with money to this iſland, but what is ſcize by officers ei- 
ther under the admiral or governor. We have been pre- 

yemed receiving in this ifland (nee E arrived} netr à mil- 

lion of dollars, ia conſequence of choſe orders being put 

| in execution againſt the Spaniards; They now thrry their 
money to the French and Dutch Hlands; which would 
otherwiſe have centered with us. What can be the feaſon 
of ſuppreſſing ſo beneficial à part of commerce; is a my · 
ſtery to all here, as what goods they took from us 
were chiefly Britiſh nanufudures, and we in return receiv- 
ed their ſpecie. If this trade is not ſuffered, this ifland, 
in a few years, will be depopulated. We feel the effects 
already in a moſt ſenſible manner, &. This was r 
in the Gentteman*s Magazine for ſaly 1764, and contains 
an exact account of the ill conſequences of the prohibition 
in its infancy ; all the Weſt India merchants are witnelles 
to the truth of the above, as well as theſe Who traded to 
our colonies in America. ps OY 

GREAT BRITAIN. AMERICA. 

4 Extract from the royal In this proclamation, here 
proclamation, publiſhed 4 is the royal word for the — 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
St. James's the th of Octo · 
ber 1763, by the king's au- 
thority, in order to induce 

ple to ſettle in Eaſt and 
wel Florida, &c. and ſettling 


the boundaries of the new 
colonies..** We have thought 


- « fit to publiſh and declare, 
«« by this our proclamation 
to our governors of our 
<« ſaid colonies reſpectively, 


« that as ſoon as the ſtate 


« and circumſtances of the 
« ſaid colonies will admit 


4 thereof, they ſhall, with 


«the advice and conſent of 
é the members of ourcoun- 
« cil, ſummon and call ge- 
ec neral aſſemblies within the 
<< ſaid governments reſpec- 
« tively, in ſuch manner and 
„ form as is uſed and di- 
t rected in thoſe colonies 
% and provinces in Ameri- 
4% ca, —we have alſo given 
T to the ſaid ern - 
<< nors, with the conſent of 


«© our ſaid councils, and the 


7 2 of the peo - 
4 ple, ſo to be ſummoned as 
<< aforeſaid, to make, conſli- 
&« tute, and erdainlaws, fta- 
6 utes and ordinances, for the 


% public peace, welfare and 


vernment -of our 
lonies, and of the 


«« people and inhabitants 


% thereof, as near as may be 


&« agreeable to the laws of . + 
5e Eogland.” | 


T7 * In 


AMERICA. 


curity of the ſubjects. The 
laws are to be made by the 
conſent of the peoples repre- 
fentatives ; here they are ac- 
knowledged by the king and 
conneil of Great Britain, 
There is. no receding from 
this fact, or evading it. The 
proclamation was — by 
the privy council, agreed to 
and ſubſcribed by the king. 
The laws were to be made as 
near as may be, to the laws 
of England. This was al- 
ways the caſe, till the late 
attempts to force from the 


ſubjects in America their pro- 


perty, without the conſent 


of their legal repreſentatives. 


No freeholder in America 
has the leaſt intereſt in elect- 
ing the members of the houſe 
of commons in Great Bri- 
tain, conſequently the Ame- 
ricans are not legally repre- 
ſented here; for if they were, 
there could have been no oc- 
caſion for repreſentatives in 
the colanies ; and yet we find 
them in the king's-procla- 
mation allowed to make laws, 


and that after they were aſ- 


ſembled, no laws could be 
made without the expreſs con · 
ſent of the American repre- 
ſentatives in their own aſ+ 


How then does this agree 
with the unlimited power of 
Great Britain over the colo- 
nies; it cannot but by a di- 


ect violation of the faith of 


1764, 


[87 ] 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


1764. 


An act was paſſed for du- 


ties on foreign ſugars, mo- 


laſſes, china, India filks, cal- 
licoes and cambricks. In 


the preamble it was ſaid to 
be juſt and neceſſary, that a 
revenue be raiſed in his ma- 
jeſty's dominions in Ameri- 
ea, for defraying the expen- 
ces of protecting, defending, 
and _— the EG The 
act ibitin e importa- 
ad French molaſſes into 
the Britiſh colonies, was ob- 
tained at the ſolicitation of 
the Britiſh iſlands. It was a 
ſtruggle between the Weſt 
India and North America 
traders, who ſhould have the 
profits of it. By intereſt, 
government was led to coin- 
cide with the partial views of 
the Weſt Indians, Gr 
Johnſton, when at Penſacola, 
in his letter deſcribing the 

of that ſituation 


advanta 
for — ſays, Penſacola 


1% is within a few days fail 
5? of the cities Havanna, 
6« Merida, Campeachy, La 
Vera Cruz and Mexico.” 
Here the trade was prohibit- 
ed, which, according to the 
ſituation, ſhould have been 
made a free port, : 


AMERICA. 
the prince, and in poſitive 
contradiction to his own pro- 
clamation. | 
170% „ 

For one hundred years paſt, 
whilſt Canada and Louiſiana 
were in the hands of France, 
the colonies wanted no ſuch 
defence and ſecurity from 
England; but, on the con- 
trary, they defended them - 
ſelves, and even in 1746 tool 
Cape Breton, without a fin- 
gle ſoldier from Britain. Now 
that there is not a French 
ſubject left on the continent, 
it is thought neceſſary to keep 
fifteen battalions of regular 
troops in the colonies, and 
for the ſupport of them griev- 
ous duties are impoſed. With 
the recalling theſe troops, the 
cauſe of thoſe ſevere dutics 
and taxes will be 'removed. 
Thus argued the Americans 
when theſe new duties. were 
impoſed, and they began to 
be alarmed at the number of 
military on the continent: in 
times of peace. Theſe du - 
ties, and the prohibition, in- 
duced them to trade at Ca 
Nichola- mole. This e, 
which ſhould have been at 
firſt prevented, the colony 
1333 ſcarce ever under - 

z nor was it ever attend- 
ed to. But merchants will 
always trade where the moſt 
advantages are to be acquir- 
ed, and where there be few- 
eſt reſtriQions and ſmalleſt 
duties. i | 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
pO "ON 
On the Sraur Acr. 

Governor Bernard addreſ - 
ſed the people of Maſſachu- 
ſet's Bay, Sept. 25, 1765; 
committed by the American 


[ 88.1 


AMERICA. 

| _._... 

On the Sraur AcrT. 

Extracts from the anſwer 
of the general court of aſ- 
ſembly of Boſton, in New 
England, on Oc. 28, 1765. 
- <6 Your excellency tells us, 
s that the province ſeems to 
% be apon the brink of a 


on- << precipice! A fight of its 


ubjets of Great Bri- 


<< tain. The right of the 
% parliament of Great Bri- 
% tain, however controverted 
in America, is not doubt · 
« ed in Weſtminſter. 
% By this ast all 
46 which are not —— 
* ed, are to be null and 
* void; and all perſons who 
Dach pafers, will for- 
c ſeit for each fact ren 
% ponnde. If, therefore; 
„ ſtamps are not to be uſed, 
11 all pablic offices muſt be 
6+ fſuut up. If trade and na- 
<< vigation ſhall ceaſe by the 
44 Hunting the ports of 
* Jcgal clearances, are you 
% fore" that all other ports 
% which-can rival theſe will 
F- be hae up alſo ? Can you 
«©. depend on recovering your 
trade again entire ant um 


5 
2 


dan 


% of its 


is then neceflary 
40 he it — To 


| << deſpair of its common- 


% wealth is a certain preſago 
«© of its fall, Your excel» 
„ Tency may be aſſured, that 
«© the repreſemtatives of the 
% people are awake to a ſenſe 
danger, and their 
„ utmoſt prudence will not be 
* wanting toprovent its vu. 
They then evade the ne- 
ceſſity of taking notice of the 


people who are diſpoſed to 


lay aſide the emoluments of 
buſineſs ſooner than uſe 
Furthermore, your ex- 
« cellency tells us, that the 
right of the partiament to 
es make laws for the Ameri - 
„% gan Colonies remains in- 
1% diſpatable at Weſtminſter: 
« without contending this 
% point, we beg leave juſt 
c to obſerve, that the char 
0 ier of this province inveſts 
* the general aſſmbiy with 
*© the power of making laws 
“ for its mera govern- 
ment and taxation; and 
that this charter has never 
yet been forfeĩted.— The 
right of the colonies to 

«« diminiſhed, 


GREAT - BRITAIN. 
% diminifhed, when you ſhall 


be pleaſed to reſume it? 
% Can the | | of this 
«<" province | without 


«* navigation, for any long 
„ time ? What will become 
' of the IM will be 
% put out of employment? 
What will become of the 
« tradeſmen who immedi- 
4 ately depend upon 
22 for their daily 
% dread ? Will theſe people 
s endure want quietly, with- 
cout troubling their neigh- 
„ boars'? What will become 
4 of the numerous families 
that depend on the fiſhery? 
I muſt e Fo 
%% you to do an act of juſ- 
55 tice, which at the ſame 
time will reflect oredit on 
* yourſelves : 1 mean to or- 
der a on to be 
<5 made to the ſufferers by 
« the late diſturbances,” | 
Sept. 25, 1765. 8 
Some obſervations on the an- 
ſwer to governor Bernard's 
2 he anſwer is 
ded on the preſumption 
of the original charter be- 
ing never violated. They 


without heſitation; that 
| charter has never been 
forfeited ; conſequen it 
yemains in full force. 1 
poſitively aſſert, and it 


with the king's foregoin 
proclamation Nie the Furs, 
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-navi- 


4 of à patriot: ki 


manifeſtly 


n 


AMERICA. 


4 make their un lau, and 


<6 queſtioned ; but bas been 
5: conſtantly recagni/zd by the 


fing and parlament. 
We beg that your excel- 
„ leney would conſider the 


66. people of this province as 
„% having the fronge/.afiee- 


4 tion for his majeſty, under 
«©, whole happy government 
<<. they have felt all the bleſ- 


„ ſings of Hberty: they have 
% a warm ſenſe of the ho- 


% nor, freedom and inde- 
«« pendance, of the ſubjets 
3 they 
« have a juſt value tor thoie 
<< ineftimablerights which are 
+ derived: to all men from 
„nature, and are happily 
% inter woven in the Britiſh 
4 conſtitutien: they eſteem 
« it ſacrilags fur them — — 
« them up ; and ratber t 

lgſe them, they would wil- 
4 lingly part with any thing 
46 elſe. We deeply regret 
56 it, that the parliament has 
ſeen fit to paſs ſuch an ad 
« as the ſtamp- act. We flat- 
46 ter aurſelves, that the hard- 
« ſhips will ſhortly. appear 
« to them in ſuch. a point of 
light, as will induce them 
«« in their «u;/Jom to repeal 
46 t. We. ſhould with all 
% humility aſk, whether your 
s excellency can reaſonably 
«« expect, that the houſe of 
epreſentatives ſhould be 


* active in bringing a griew- 


% ous burden upon their con- 
« ſtituents? Such a * 
f * 


1 
ö 
| 


— . a. On SEE 
—_ — , rr re ee 
* * 
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of peoples repreſen 

never Been —— but 
. that they ba been allowed 
the power of making laws 
fror the benefit of the com · 
munity, without conſulting 
the king, lords or commons 
of Great Britain, and that 


this had been always aſſent - 


Aon che fide of the mo- 
ther country. . 2 

Their notions on The na- 
tural-rights of mankind are 
juſt, and . —1 * 
-with the birth · rights of Eng- 
lichmen. enen 
They aſk, whether they are 
to bring grievous burdens on 
their conſtituents, when they 
had received their expreſs or- 
ders to the contrary. Theſe 
ſentiments ſhewy much of the 
ſpitit of the old Engliſh, and 


certainly a - repreſentative 


ought to obſerve the inftruc- 
tions of his conſtituents, or 
he is undeſetving confidence, 
and actually is not the re- 
preſentative of the people; 
hat the ſervant of either his 
own humor, or that of a de- 


ſigning miniſter. | 
T 


Their objections tending 
to prove a violation of Mag- 
na Charta are ſerious. The 
king is bound by his corona 
tion oath to ſtrictly adhere to 


© that great charter of Engliſh 


liberty: if an Engliſh prince 
violates-it, he is perjured. Th 
trial of people at a diſtance 


from their native places is a 


direct violation of Engliſn 


freedom ; it is n 


unjuſt; this was an 


a, - 


eiearives had e in us would be 10. oppoſe 
t the ſentiments of the 


; 0 ple whom we ent, 
„ and the declared inſtruti ion 


4 of moſt of them. . 7 hey 
% complain, © that ſome of 


.44 [the moſt eſſential rights of 
MAGNA CHARTA, to 
et which, as Britiſh ſubjecta, 
% they have an widoubted 


% claim, are injured by it.— 


That it may be made uſe 
% of: as a precedent for their 
% fellow fabjects in Britain, 
for the future to demand 
ef them, what part of 
% their efatesthey ſhall think 
«« proper, and the whole, if 
e they. pleaſe : that it in- 
<< veſts a ſingle judge of the 
d admiralty with a power to 
*c, try and derermine their pro- 
£<, perty-4n cantreverfies ari- 


os 


ee qauithout a jury, contrary © 
i the wary. expreſſes of 
„ MAGNA CHARTA, 
« that no freeman fhall be 
66 amerced but. by the oath 
«+ of good and lawful men of 
*© the wicinage 3 and it even 
% informer to carm 2 ſuppeſed 
fender more than a thou- 
Cs; nd miles for trial and 
© to. be go - 


he to the &nown. fated rules 


« of the conſtitution, as 
«« thoſe, in Britain are, it is 


«« greatly to be feared, that 
6 Sir minds may in time 


«© becomediſaffeted ; which 
N oppreſſion 


OBSERVATIONS, _ 
oppreſſion and cruelty on our 
flide, that were ſcarce par- 

donable : at firſt fight ſuch a 
diabolical law muſt appear 
in its true horrid and fright- 
ful colors, to every Engliſh- 
man who will give himſelf 
time to conſider its danger- 
ous conſequences. 


5 Obſervations on the reſolves; 

They agree to raiſe us 
ſupplies, but in their own 
manner. 'Theſe reſolves were 


agreeable to our conſtitution; 


for no ſubject can be taxed 
but by his own conſent, or by 
his own power veſted in his 
repreſentative. _ 
They could not acknow- 
ledge any other legal repre- 
ſentatives than thoſe elected 
annually by the free voice of 
the people ; for if this was. 
once admitted, the repreſen - 
en of the people would 

ecome mere cyphers. The 


introduction of the new doc- 


trine, that the parliament of 
Great Britain could vote a- 
way their properties, was 


contrary to the true ſpirit of 


the conſtitution ; they per- 
ceived it, and oppoſed it with 
a ſpirit worthy of the name 
of Engliſhmen. 5 5 
In December 4, 1765, 
there was a meetin 

merica, and Mr. alderman 
- Trecothic was voted to the 
chair, (a committee was ap- 
pointed of principal mer- 
chants trading to each colo- 
py) to ſolicit ſome _— 


ting of mer-. 
chants trading to North A- 


: / 


A 
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. AMERICA. 
c we cannot even entertain 
«© the moſt diſtant thought 
« of, without the greateſt 
abhorrence. | 
« Your excellency is pleaſ- 
ed to recommend a com- 
penſation to be made to 
the ſufferers by the late 
diſturbances: we High 
diſapprove of the late acts 
of violence—We are great- 
ly at a loſs to know who 
has any right to require 
this of us, if we ſhould 
differ from your excellen- _ 
cy in point of its being 
an- 0 of juſtice.” We 
cannot conceive why it 
ſhould be called an a& of 
juſtice rather than genero- 
fity, unleſs your excellen. 
cy ſuppoſed a crime com- 
mitted by a few individu- 
als chargeable upon the 
whole community.” 
Reſolves of the aſſembly at 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21, 
FFG 
Tbey firſt declare, that they 
had chearfully, and would, 


when requiſitions were made, 
chearfully aſſiſt the mother 


country. , 
N. 2. D. 


ce Reſolved, 
4 That it is the inherent 


«© birthright and indubita- 


ble privilege of every Bri- 
&« dich ſubje&, to 8 
only by his own conſent, 
or that of his legal repre- 
ſentatives, in conjunction 


„ with his majeſty, or his 


« fſubſtitutes. op 
« Reſolved, N. C. D. 
| | remedy 


OBSERVATIONS. 


remedy in the preſent diſ- 
welle trade to the n 
ſoeffentially neceſſary for the 
be 3 of the — 
this kingdom. A d 
tation "Ty the comm — 
waited on the miniſtry, to 
ueſt their countenance *. 
pport in their intended ap- 
plication to parliament, and, 
t is ſaid, they met with 


great encouragement. 


The violent oppoſition, and 
their dangerous tendency of 
the reſolves, one might have 
imagined, would have been 
ſufficient to awaken the le- 
th with which admini- 
ſtration was then ſeized. But 
for u long time after this, the 
political management of the 
colonies was quite neglected. 
That ſpirit . and malignity very 


which had for ſome time pre- 
vailed America, was 
dive into another chan- 


nel. The miniſters and their 
endants united as one a - 
ganſt John Wilkes and his 
To diſtreſs this man, 

d to oppoſe him, was the 
22 buſineſs of the mini- 
ſtry. Public concerns were 


. 


| 55 2 * 
— | 
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ve room for an 


AMERICA. 


1 That the only legal re» 
entatives of the inha- 
itants of this 32 
«« are the perſons 
t ally elect to ſerve 5 mem - 
cc ben of the aſſembly.” 

* Reſolved, that the in- 
«« veſting an authority in the 
* courts of admiralty to de- 
« cide in ſuits relating to 
«© ſtamp duties, and other 
% matters foreign to this ju- | 


Mm „ riſdiQtion, 3 is highly dan- 


rous to the liberties, 
c. &c.“ 


e people of New Vork, 
OR. 31, 1765, came to re- 
ſolutions not to receive any 
rom whatever that came 
rom the mother country, 
unleſs the ſtamp act was re- 
pealed. At Philadelphia fi- 
milar reſolves were paſſed, 
Nov. 7, 1765. The mobi 
in the different s were 

violent. 8 burnt 
L. L. B. in effigy ; they burnt 
CadwalladersGolden? scoach, 
and himſelf in clligy, Nov. 4, 
1764. he being lieut. "9.4 | 

At Charles-town, uth 
Carolina, OR 21. 1765, 
they burnt L. B. in effigy, . 
In ſhort, they proceeded to 
great violence in moſt places, 
and the members of the houſe 
of repreſentatives were ' ob- 
5 all to be ſtrenuous a- 

ſt the act, as they con- 

— — received the” moſt 

-—— eG for this 
Purpo 


The houſe ** repreſentatives, of the province of Maſ- 


Aachuſet's Bay, came 


to ſeveral reſolutions fimilar to thoſe 


of Philadlphis, on on OR. 29, 1765. 


* 
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They declaied, that the Americans had an equal degree 
bf liberty with the other ſubjeQs of Great Britain, by an 
2 get parliament, 13th of George II. befides the origi« 
al charter, 


«Reſolved, That thoſe rights do belong to the inha- 


** bitants of this province, upon principles of common 
s juſtice ; their anceſtors having ſettled this country at 
* their own 1 and their poſterity having conſtant- 
« jy mw emſelves moſt, loyal and faithful ſubjects 
„% of Great Britain.“ 
„ KReſalved, That the inhabitants of this province are 
«© not, and never have been, repreſented in the parlia- 
e ment of Great Britain: and that ſuch a repreſentation 


« there, as the ſubjects in Britain do actually and right-- 


4c fully enjoy, is impradicable for the ſubjects in America : 


% and further, that, in the opinion of the houſe, the ſe. 


« veral ſubordinate powers of legiſlation in America, 
% were conſtituted upon the apprehenſions of this im- 
% practicability.“ 3 1 

' _ 4 Reſolved, That all acts made by any power whatever; 
© other than the general aſſembly | ovĩ 
«< poſing taxes on the inhabitants, are / infringements 
% qur unalienable rights, as men, and Britiſh ſubjebt; 


i render void the valuahle declarations of our charter.“ 


* Reſalyed, That the extenſion of the powers of the 
« court of admiralty within this province, is a moſt vio- 


© Tent in fraction of the right of trials by juries. A right 


which this houſe, upon the 2 of their Britiſh 

«« anceſters, hold moſt dear and ſacred, it being the only 
* {ecurity of the lives, liberties and properties of his ma- 
« jeſty's ſubjects here. | 


© Reſolved, That this houſe owe the ſtricteſt allegiance 


46 to his ſacred majeſty king G the Third: that they - 


% have the greateſt veneration for the parliament ; and that 
* they will, after the example of all their predeceſſors, 
« from the ſettlement of this country, exert themſelves to 


4 their utmoſt in ſupporting his majeſty's authority in the 


26 province, in promoting true ha pineſs of his'ſub- 
« gots, and in enlaring, the extent of his dominion,”” 

Nov. i, 1765, the honſe of repreſentatives, in his ma- 
zjeſty z colony of ConneRicut, in New England, came to 
reſolutions. of the like import; and at the ſame time affirm- 


ing, they would afliſt government whenever required with | 


a GREAT 


is province, im- 
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* GREAT BRITAIN. 


Jan. 19, 1766, his majeſ- 
ty went to the houſe of pecrs, 


and paſſed the bill for repeal - 


ing the American ſtamp- act. 


„1. 


ned diſputes, was the re · 
queſt of his majeſty, in a let- 
ter from lord dhelburne, then 
ſecretary of ſtate for the ſou- 


thern department, to ſupply 


the ſoldiery with fuel, bar- 


AMERICA. 
The lower houſe of Mary- 


land come to ſimilar reſolves, 


Sept. 28, 1765. ä 
Tbe repeal of the ſtamp- 
att was received with univer- 


ſal applauſe in every part of 
the American continent. 


Reſtitution to the ſufferers 


in America by the ſtamp- act 
was paſſed by the houſe of 
repreſentatives at New Eng- 


The next thing that occa - 


The repreſentatives of New 


<« We beg leave further 
4 to repreſent to your excel- 
« lency, that by the act of 


« parhament, it ap to 


4, de the intention of the le- 
1 giſlature to provide for the 
« quartering ſoldiers, only 
„ on a march; but accord 
ing to the conſtruction put 


«© on it here, it is required, 


„ that all the forces which 


4 ſhall at any time enter this 


% colony, ſhall be quartered 
„ during the whole year, in 


* 2 very unuſual and expen- 


« five manner: that by 


„ marching ſeveral regi- 


ments into this colony, 
* this expence would be ru- 


inous and inſupportable. 


«© And therefore we cannot, 


„ conſiſtent with our duty to 
© our conſtituentg,” put it in 


* the power of any perſon - 


© (whatſoever confidence we 


% may have of his prudence 
« and integrity) to lay ſuch 


a burden on them,” 


Governor 


aa «© _ 4 þ< T * 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
Governor Bernard's anſwer. 


«© Tn anſwer to your meſ- 
« ſage of this day, I ſend 
« you a copy of minutes of 
© council, by which provi- 
« fjon for the artillery com- 
« pany at the caſtle, in pur- 
6 wx of an act of parlia- 
«© ment was made, | 

J have received no an- 
« ſwer whatever, of any o- 
e ther troops bein 
« quartered in this pro- 
« yince, nor have I any rea- 
« ſon to expect the arrival 
« of any ſuch, except from 
«© common report, to which 
« I give little credit,” 


Governor Bernard, in his 
anſwer, inſiſts that his con- 
duct was juſtifiable and con» 
ſtitutional. He ſays, the bar- 
Tacks were built by order of 
the general court for the re- 
ception of the king's troops; 
that the building implied fu- 
el and candle, as an allow- 
ance always incidental. He 
clearly refutes their charge of 
neglect, and indeed it muſt 


appear, that the remonſtrance 


_ mnt th in violence, 
upported by faction, and its 
tendency was only to diftreſs 


the governor. | 


! 


OBSERVATION S. 


The eſtabliſhing manufac- 


_ tories on the continent was 
owing to the impolitic eps 
of the Britiſh miniſtry. | 

I be reſolves of the differ- 
ent provinces not to import 


to be 


AMERICA. 

At Boſton, in New Eng-. 
„land, Feb. 176 the fol 
« lowing meſſage was ſent 
* from the houſe of repre. 

© ſentatives to Governot 
FE Bernard,” * * | 

« May it pleaſe your ex- 
5 cellency, the houſe of re- 
«« preſentatives beg to be in- 


% formed by your excellen- 


% cy, whether any proviſion 
4 has been made at the ex- 


uy of this government, 


for his majeſty's troops 


© lately arrived in this har- 
“ bour, and by whom? 


And alſo, whether your 


„ excellency has reaſon to 
% expect any more to be 
« quartered in this pro- 
« vince.” LS | 
In February a committee 
from the houſe of repreſen- 
tatives waited on governor 
Bernard, and remonſtrated 
againſt the governor and 
council for ordering money 
out of the treaſury for mak- 


ing proviſion for the artille- 


ry. They ſay, Your ex- 
« cellency and the council, 
4 by taking this ſtep, have 
«©- unwarrantably and un- 
« conſtitutionally ſubjected 
«© the people of this province 
© to. an expence, without 
giving this houſe an op- 
<< portunity of ng their 
« judgment on it.“ 


The Americans begin to 
eſtabliſh manufaQtories, Oct. 
28, :1767. LIE 3 

There was a meeting of 
the freeholders inhabitants at 
Faneuil-hall, the hon, James 


_y 
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OBSERVATIONS. 
the manufaQures of 


this period they 
xy thing from England, and 
in return dent to the mother 
country various articles, ſome 
of which they brought by 
their trade in the Weſt In- 
dia ĩſlands, many other things 
from their traffic with the In- 
dians up the country, ſuch as 
ſins, raw hides, furrs. Theſe 
came to the mother coun- 
try to be dreſſed, and were 


afterwards, or a confiderable 


Part, diſpoſed of in the colo- 


nies. Ihe non- importation 
ſcheme diſtreſſed the colo 
niſts, for though they ſtrictly 
adhered to their reſolutiona, 
yet finding the want of ſeve- 
_ ral artieles of Britiſi manu · 
factures; to prevent as much 
as was in their power any 
future diſappointment, they 
turned their thoughts to thete 
rpoſes. | This we ſhould 
ave at all events prevented; 
or rather we ſhould not have 
riſqued our national intereſt 
v. ch regard to commerce, for 
the narrow: conſideration of 
a tax or new law, which we 
might have foreſeen would 


AMERICA. 
Otis, Eſq; moderator, bo 
conſider on the moſt effectual 
means of eſtabliſhing man u- 
faQories of different ſorts. 


| They came to reſolutions 
to leſſen the uſe of all ſu- 


perfluities, and particular! 
the following articles —— 
ed from abroad. Loaf ſu- 
gar, cordage, anchors, coach · 
es, chaiſes, and carriages of 
all ſorts, horſe furniture, 
mens and womens hats; mens 
and womens : el ready 
made, hou furniture, 
loves, mens and womens 
des, ſole leather, ſheath- 
ing, and deck nails, 
and filver and thread lace of 
all ſorts, gold and filver but- 
tons, wrought plate of all 


4orts; diamonds; ſtone and 


paſte ware, ſnuff, muſturd, 
clocks and watches, filver 
fmiths and jewellers ware; 
pang — that coft _ 
ten Aa * - m | 
Furrs, aud ti . all 
ſorts of millenary wares; 


ſtarch, womens and children 


Nays, fire - engines, chinas 
ware, ſllk and cotten velvets, 
13 
linſeed oil, glue, lawns, cm- 
bricks, filks of = ſorts — 
malt li 8 
— 


be 8 5 
_ A ſubſcription was opened 


never have (been received. for the purpoſes of begin- 
This is a demonſtration of ning to manufacture Teveral 


the danger of attempting to 
govern a great empire upon 
any confined principles: for 
till theſeclamors were excited 


. . 
* * 9. 4 
al ICS, > Was no 
8 * 
f 4 , - * $ 
3 . 
Mw % . . - 
. 


articles under [the inſpection 
of John Rowe, Eſq; Mr. 
Wm. Greenleaſe, Meletia 
Bourne, Efq; Mr. Sam. An- 
ſten, Mr. Ea. 'Payne, Mr. 


Antenti on 
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intention to introduce works 
of every ſort. 
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AMERICA. 
Edmd. uincy, Tertius, ohn 
Rios Eſq; 2 
Williams, Eſq; Joſhua Han- 


ſhaw, Eſq; Mr. Henderſon 


Inckes, Mr. Sal. Davis, Joſh. 


Obſervations on the non- 
importation agreement. 
The ſpecious pretexts far 

not importing goods from the 

mother country, were the ef- 
fects of a deep policy. They 
retended they were unable 
do pay the Britiſh merchants ; 
this icheme was moſt proba- 
bly introduced on no other 
principle than to try their 
own ſtrength ; and to know 
in what degree they could 
ſubfiſt without the neceſſaries 
of life 1 from Great 

Britain, By this artifice the 

Americans aſcertained how 

far they were obliged to be 

dependant on the mother 
country, This we ſhould 
have prevented ; for this at- 
tempt ſo injurious to the mo- 
ther country, was entirely 
owing to our obſtinate per- 
ſeverance in our new modes 
of taxation, and our hea 
duties and reſtrictions on their 
commerce. They from this 
ume exerted themſelves to 
the utmoſt to make cordage, 
linen, and ſeveral other arti- 
cles. They gave great en- 
couragement to artificers of 

eyery trade ;; they eſtabliſh · 


ing, Eſq. 


For ſ „ manche: lewens- - 


from the earl of Hilſborough 


to the governor Bernard, and 


the houſe of repreſentatives of 
Maſlachuſet's-bay, were paſ- 


ſed mutually, chiefly on the 


proviſion for the military. 

The inhabitants of Boſton 
came to ſeveral reſolutions 
not to import any thing from 
the mother country for one 
year, from the 1ſt of Jan. 
1769, to the 1ſt of Jan. 


1770. ** They pleaded as a 
«« reaſon the large and heavy 
1 duties on the goods im- 
«« ported, the heavy tax le- 


«c vied to diſcharge the debts 
© contracted by the govern · 


s ment in the late war; the 


«© embarraſſments and re- 
« ſtrictions laid on the trade 
« by ſeveral acts of parlia» 
«« ment; ther with the 


«© bad ſucceſs of our cod fiſh- 


« ery this ſeaſon, by which 
«« our principal ſources of 
«« remittance are like to be 
«« greatly diminiſhed, and 


„ we are therefore rendered 
« unable to pay the debts 
c we owe the. merchants in 
c Great Britain, and to con- 


c tinue the importation- of 
« goods from thence. 

„ We. the ſubſcribers, in 
« order to relieve the trade 


ec under theſe  diſcourage- 


ments, promote — 
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OBSERVATIONS AMERICA, 
ed iron manufactories. Many frugality, and axconomy, 
| handicraftſmen went from the and to diſcourage luxury, 
mother country, being out of and every kind of extra. 
employment, to ſeek a live- vagance, do promiſe and 
lihood in America. The mi- engage to and with each 
niſters of Great Britain at other as follows.“ 


this time ſhould have at any This was a non-importa. | 


rate relinquiſhed their ſyſtem tion agreement for moſt Eng. 

of an American revenue ; liſh articles, and it was ſign- 
inſtead of ſending a large ar- ed Aug. 1, 1768. te 

my and navy to increaſe their After this a conſiderable 

jealouſies and fears. army was landed at Boſton, 

SET there were 14 ſhips of war 

in the harbour, the 14th and 

_ 29th regiments, the firft com- 

manded by col. Dalrymple, 

the ſecond , by col. Carr. 

Theſe were ſent under a pre- 

- tence of quelling the diſtur- 

bances, about 700 were land- 

| ed, Lord Chatham reſigned 

5 2 ſthe privy-ſeal Oct. 15, 1768. 

An addreſs was preſented to general Gage, Ga. 27, 

1768, four regiments being then in the town of Boſton, 

'They expreſſed their diſapprobation of ſuch a large force 

in time of peace. General Gage ſaid, in return, that this 


army was only ſent there to preſerve the peace, and main- 


tain the rights and properties of his majeſty's ſubjects. But 
this army occaſioned much ſpeculation, and alarmed that 
part of the continent. ; ag By - 

| Extracts from the American petition, 

After expreſſing their gratitude for the repeal of the 
ſtamp- act, they urge. With the moſt humiliating ſor- 
«© row we have beheld your majeſty's ancient colony of 
% New York deprived of her legal authority by an act of 
the late Britiſh parliament : and with equal concern we 


© obſerve, that duties, for the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of 


_ * raiſing a revenue in America, have been lately impoſed, 
ah — other acts of the ſame parliament, upon ſeveral arti- 
cles of commerce imported into theſe colonies, which 
* we are obliged to purchaſe, 1 
„ By the operation of theſe acts, our aſſembly will be 
* no longer the repreſentatives of a free people, but de- 
+ prived of the right of exerciſing their own judgments 
nin conſulting the good and preſperity of their conſtitu- 

** ents: our money will be talen from us ä 

i 66 fſent, 


„ 
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AMERICA. 


tc fext, and we ſhall not be allowed the opportunity of 
% ſhewing our willingneſs to contribute towards the _ 
© port of government, adminiftration of juſtice, and de- 
« fence of our country. Theſe meaſures and proceedings 
appear to us truly alarming ; and if continued, or drawn 
into example, muſt, in our humble opinion, be ny 
« deſtructive of our property, liberty, and happineſs. 
«© This ſenſe of our deplorable condition will, we hope, 
© plead with your majeſty in our behalf, for the freedom we 


rc take in dutifully remonſtrating againſt the proceedings of 


« a Britiſh parliament, confeſſedly the wiſeſt and greateſt 
« aſſembly upon earth. | . 

« But if our fellow ſubje#s of Great Britain, who de- 
« rive no authority from us; who cannot, in our humble 
% opinion, repreſent us, and to whom we will not yield in 
% loyalty aud affef4ion to your majeſty, can, at their wwi/l 
« and pleaſure, of right give and grant away our property 3 
if they can exforce an implicit obedience to every order or 
&« act of theirs for that purpoſe, and deprive all, or any of 
© the aſſemblies on this continent of the power of legiſla- 
«© tion, for differing with them in opinion in matters which 
t intumately affect their rights, znterefts, and every thing 
„that is dear and valuable to Engliſhmen; we cannot ima- 
* pine a caſe more miſerable; we cannot think that we 
„ ſhall have even the ſhadow of liberty left,” 


Signed, | 
State-houſe, Joux Vinino, Speak, 
Oct. 27, 1768. h | 
Nothing more rouſed a ſpi- For ſeveral months, in 
tit of oppoſition in the Ame 1769, petitions were deli- 


ricans than the appearance of 
a large fleet and army; they 
were penetrating enough to 
difcover the intentions of the 
miniſters ; they aggravated 
every circutnſtance of inde- 
cent behaviour of the mili- 
tary, and in many inſtances 
invented ftories ; only to a- 
larm the apprehenfions of 
on people in ge- 
neral. 


from the earl of Hilfborough 
to the hon, RE Þ 


Genuine copy of a letter 


vered to his majeſty, come 
plaining of the httle neceſſi- 


ty of a ſtanding army in the 


American continent in the 
times of peace. There were 
likewiſe ſeveral complaints 
from different parte of the 
continent _ the governs 
ors for mifrepreſentations of 


the Americans, tending to 
promote a diſunioft between 
them and the mother country, 
ITT * the reſolves 
the ho O repreſenta - 
tives in Maſſachuſet s- bay. 
3 FA Gage, 
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4% Boſton, to be quartered in 
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Gage, by which it will ap- 

pear with what view, and tor 

what purpoſes, troops were 

ordered to America, and 
nartered in the town of 
ofton, 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Whitehall, June 8, 1768. 


Sia, 


% I tranſmit to you, for 
your private information, 
copies of a letter from his 
majeſty's commiſſioners of 
the revenue to the lords of 
tne treaſury, of my cir- 
cular letter to the ſeveral 
governors upon the conti- 
nent in conſequence of 
It ; and of governor Ber- 
nard*s three laſt letters to 
my office. , 
The contents of theſe pa- 
pers will evince you how 
neceſſary it is become that 
ſuch meaſures ſhould be 
taken, as will frengthen 
the hands of government 
in the provinces of Maſ- 
ſachuſet's-bay, enforce a 


due obedience to the laws, 


and protect and ſupport 
the civil magiſtrates and 
the officers of the crown, in 


the execution of their duty. 


«© For theſe purpoſes I 
am to ſignify to you his 
maj eſty's pleaſure, that you 
do forthwith order one re- 
giment, or uch force as 
you Hall think neceſſary, to 


that town, and to give e- 
«< very legal aſſiſtance to the 
« civil magiſtrate in the pre- 
« ſervation of the public 
„peace, and to the officers 


AMERICA. 


„ Reſolved, That gover- 
nor Bernard, in his letter 
to lord Hilſborough, has 
given a falſe and highly 
®:jurious repreſentation of 
the conduct of his majeſ- 

ty's truly loyal and faith- 
ful council of this colony, 
and of the magiſtrates, 
overſeers of the poor, and 
inhabitants of the town of 
Boſton, tending to bring 
on thoſe reſpectable bodies 
of men, particularly on 
ſome individuals, the un- 
merited diſpleaſure of our 
gracious ſovereign ; to in- 
troduce a military govern» 
ment, and to miſlead both 
honſes of parliament into 
ſuch ſevere reſolutions, as 
a true, juft, and candid ſtate 
of fats muſt have pre- 
vented.” 

«© Reſolved, That gover- 
nor Bernard, in the letters 
mentioned, by fal/ely re- 
preſenting, that it was be- 
come neceſſary the king 
ſhould have the council- 


chamber in his own hands, 


and ſhould be enabled, by 
parliament, to ſupercede 
by order in his privy- 
councils, commiſſions, 


granted in his name, and 


under his ſeal throughout; 
has diſcovered his enmity 
to the true ſpirit of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, to the 
liberties of the colonies, 
and has frruck at the root 
of ſome of the moſt 1n- 


4% valuable, conſtitutional, 
<«« and charter- rights of this 


4 province,” 


« of 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


c of the revenue ; and as 
« this appears to* be a-ſer- 
* vice of a delicate nature, 
« and poſſibly Xading to con- 
. ſequences not eaſily foreſeen, 
] am directed by the 4ing 
« to recommend to you to 
« make choice of an officer 
« for the command of theſe 
&« troops, upon whoſe pru 
« dence,reſolution, and inte- 
« grity,youcanentirely rely. 

«« The neceſſary meaſures 
« for guartering and provid- 
« ing for theſe troops muſt 
« be entirely left to your di- 
« rection 5 but I would ſub- 
mit to you, whether, as 
« troops will probably conti- 
nue in that town, and a 
« placeof ſome ſtrength may, 
« in caſe of emergency, be of 
c great ſervice, it would not 
ie be adviſeable to take poſ- 
«« ſeſſion of, and repair, if 
« repairs be wanting, the 
« little caſtles, or fort, of 
« William and Mary, which 
« belong to the crown.“ 


I am, &c. 
HilLsBOROUGH. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The letter of lord Hilſbo- 
rough plainly manifeſts the 
poſitive determination of the 
Engliſh miniſtry to enforce 
obedience to the ſevere duties 
already complained of; The 
reaſons they gave at home for 
the introduction of a milita- 
ry force was, that the Ame- 
ricans aimed at independ- 
ance; that they were a re- 
bellious people; that we muſt 
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AMERICA. 


% Reſolved, That the e- 
ſtabliſhment of a ſtanding 
army in this colony, in a 
time of peace, without the 
conſent of the general aſ- 
ſembly of the ſame, 1s an 
invaſion of the natural 
rights of the people, as 
well as of thoſe they claim 
as free-born Engliſhmen, 
confirmed by Magna Char- 
ta, the bill of Rights, as 
ſettled at the revolution, 
and by the charter of this 
„ province.“ 5 


«© Reſolved, That a ſtand- 
& ing army is not 4nozun as 
a part of the Britifh con- 
% /litution in any of the 
„ king's dominions; and 
every attempt to eſtabliſh 
& it hasbeeneſteemed a dan- 
„ gerous innovation, mani- 
« feſtly tending to enſlave 
* the people.“ 

© Reſolved, That ſending 
« an armed force into the 
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OBSERVATIONS. . 
lower their high-ſpirited no- 
tions of liberty, and make 
them truckle to any miniſterial 
meaſure, however deſtructive 
to their inMerent rights or 
intereſts. Such was the lan- 
guage of adminiſtration and 
their friends. When any one 
preſumed to endeavour to ex- 
pariate on the evil tendency 
of theſe meaſures, and the 
neceſſity of removing the dif- 
N e of the people on 

e American continent, they 
were anſwered. What! are 
we to ſubmit to our colonies ? 
Are we to comply with the 
humor of a few factious men? 
No; our army ſhall reduce 
them to obedience, The mi- 
niſtry conſtantly boaſted from 
time to time, that peace 
would ſoon be reſtored ; that 
they would make good ſub- 
jects of theſe republicans. 
Contrary to theſe expecta- 
tions, every meaſure they 
* 5 es to, widened the 

reach, and alienated the af- 
fections of the American 
people from the mother coun- 
try. This ſhould have in- 
duced them to have purſued 
ſome — of reconciliation: 
but diſappointments, which 
would have made moſt other 
men endeavor calmly to in- 
veſtigate the cauſe, rendered 
them more inflexibly obſti- 
nate. The more they were 
deluded and deceived, the 
more they bluſtered, and 
ſhifted from one inconſiſtent 
ſcheme to another. , Let us 
only recollect, that this was 


AMERICA. 


« colony, under a pretence 
of aiding and aſſiſting the 
e civil authority, is an at- 
% tempt to eitabliſh a ſtand. 
& ing army here without our 
« conſent, is highly dan- 
* gerous to this le, is 
«« unprecedented, gs) un- 
« conltitutional.” | 

«© Reſolved, That whoever 
6 has repreſented to his ma- 
«« jeſty's miniſters, that the 
e people of this colony in 
„general, or the town of 
«« Boſton in particular, were 
« in ſuch a ſtate of diſobe- 
*- dience and diſorder, as to 
«* require a fleet and army to 
6 be ſent here to aſſiſt the ci- 
“ vil magiſtrate, is. an a- 
* vowed enemy to this colo- 
«© ny, and to the nation in 
«« general; and has by ſuch 
«<< miſrepreſentations endea- 
„ voured to deſtroy the li - 
% berty of the ſubjeR here, 
«© and that mutual union and 
% harmony between Great 
«© Britain and the colonies, 
* ſo neceſſary for the wel- 
« fire of both.“ | 

„ Reſolved, As the opi- 
«© nion of this houſe, that 
«© the miſrepreſentations of 
« the ſtate of this colony, 
«« tranſmitted by governor 
„ Bernard to his majeſty's 
«« miniſters, have been the 
4 means of procuring the mi. 
% litary force now quartered 
in the town of Boſton.” 

Many other ſpirited re- 
folves follows, complaining 
of an unneceſſary number of 


placemen, and the ſevere _ 
the 
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the ftate of the conteſt near ties and laws of the cuſtoms, 
eight years ago; and the let- &c. This was figned by 
ter of lord Hilſborough plain- Samuel Adams, clerk of the 
ly indicates a premeditated houſe, July 8, 1769. The 
Gomes of violence againſt repreſentatives petitioned the 
the American ſubjects. king to recall 22 Ber- 
| nard; they made many com- 
| | plaints of the adminiftration, 
The next memorable action was the unfortunate affair of 
captain Preſton, under whoſe command ſome of the inha- 
bitants at Boſton were fired at and killed. This happened 
Friday, zd of March, 1770. Captain Preſton was very 
honorably acquitted, zoth Oct. 1770, | a 
On the 14th of Sept. 1769, the petition of the aſſembly 
of Maſlachuſet's-bay, for the removal. of governor Ber- 
nard, was preſented by Dennis De Berdt, Eſq. Sir Fran. 
Bernard being informed of this, Sept. 22, immediately pe- 
titioned his majeſty in council to appoint a day for the 
hearing; accordingly the 27th of Jan. 1770, was appoint- 
ed. e agent for the colonies put off from time to time 
the hearing, under pretence, that the witneſſes, for the 
roofs againſt governor Bernard, were not ready. The 
fords of the committee therefore diſmiſſed the charges in the 
petition as groundleſs, vexatious, and ſcandalous, 
Towards June 1770, in moft parts of the continent they 
agreed to import ſuch things from Great Britain, as were 
not ſubje& to duties for the purpoſes of a revenue, This 
was highly diſapproved of by ſome. | 
In Sept. 1770, a petition was preſented from the houſe 
of burgeſſes of Virginia to his majeſty, humbly requeſt- 
ing the repeal of thoſe acts which were for the purpoſes of 
raiſing a revenue, and for trying American ſubjects at a 
diſtance from the place they inhabited. EOS 
In April 1773, a petition, was delivered to his majeſty 
from the Spit. feld weavers, in which were the follow- 
ing words: | 
7 The moſt obvious cauſe, were it not a preſumption 
« in us, we would humbly beg leave to repreſent, is found- 
ec ed in the inſatiable venality which-thoſe, entruſted with 
te the executive adminiſtration of your majeſty's govern- 
«© ment, make the ſole rule of their conduct. The ſame 
F* rapacity originally laid the foundation of, and continues 
© to cultivate, that deſtructive contention which has ſo 
f* long prevailed between the parent ſtate and the Britiſh 
#5 colonies in America; a contention which tends totally 
12 * 
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<« to alienate the affections of our diftant fellow ſubjects, 
is pregnant with every future commercial evil, and is 
- < the principal immediate cauſe of the preſent prevailing 
« diſtreſs amongft the Britiſb merchants, and which thro? 
* them extends to xs, your majeſty's miſerable ſubjects, 
% who, for want of the uſual circulation of their opera- 
tions, are reduced to the utmoſt degree of deſtitution and 
% wretchedneſs.” | 
Toward the latter end of 1773, great commotions pre- 
vailed all through the provinces, chiefly owing to the go- 
vernor and judges being dependant on the crown of Great 
Britain, and the revenue- taxes being forced by a mili- 
In America, in the month of December 1773, ſeveral 
tea ſhips arrived. The coloniſts would not permit the tea 
to be landed, but deſtroyed no inconfiderable quantity of it, 
'The oppoſition was unanimous at Boſton, New York, 
South Carolina, Philadelphia; their chief objections were, 

I. ©* That the diſpoſal of their own property is the in- 
ce herent right of freemen ; that there can be no property 
« in that which another can of right take from us without 
«© our conſent ; that the claim of parliament to tax Ame- 
& rica is, in other words, a claim of right to le vy contribu- 
& tions on us at pleaſure.” | | 

2. That the duty impoſed by parliament upon tea 
% landed in America, is a tax on the Americans, or levy- 
«© ing contributions on them without their conſent.” 

3- * That the reſolution Jately entered into by the Eaſt 
India company to ſend out their tea to America, ſubject 
to duties on its being landed here, is an open attempt to 
1 enforce this miniſterial plan, and a violent attack upon 
ce the liberties of America.“ 8 | 

4. That it is the duty of every American to oppoſe 
« this attempt.“ 

«© Theſe reſolves were agreed to at the peaceable city of 
«© Philadelphia, Dec. 27, 1773. "Theſe were likewiſe the 
«« ſentiments of all the independant people in America.” 

The province of Maſſachuſet's- bay petitioned his ma- 
jeſty to have governor Hutchinſon recalled, as many letters 
were diſcovered of his tending to ſubvert the conſtitution. 


GREAT BRITAIN. AMERICA, 


Friday, 18th of March, At Annapolis, in Mary- 
1774, a bill for the immedi- land, May 25, the inhabi- 
. ate removal of the officers tants unanimouſly reſolved, 
"concerned in the collection that the late act of parlia- 

| ment 


C 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


and management of his ma- 
jeity's duties of cuſtoms from 
the town of Boſton, in the 
province of Maſlachuſet's- 
bay, in North America, and 
ro diſcontinue the landin 
and diſcharging, lading . 
ſhipping, of goods, wares, 
and merchandizes, at the ſaid 
town of Boſton, or within 
the harbour thereof, was read 
the firſt time, and ordered to 
be read again, | 
This bill ſer forth the be. 
havior of the people at Boſ- 
ton, their obſtruction to the 
laws of this country relative 


to the trade of the ſubjects, 


and the revenue of his ma- 
jeſty being interrupted in the 
port and harbor of Boſton. 
There was a clauſe in the 
act to prevent his majeſty 
from reinſtating the trade of 
the port or town of Boſton, 
until full ſatis faction ſhou!d 
be made to the Eaſt India 


company, for the loſs they - 


have ſuſtained by the demo- 
lition of the tea. The Que- 
bec bill was paſſed at the 
ſame time. ; | 

A motion was made for 
leave to bring up a petition, 
praying, that the bill for re- 
gulating the civil govern- 
ment of the province of Maſ- 
ſachuſet's-bay, and the bill 
for the more impartial admi- 
niſtration of juſtice there, 
might not paſs into laws, till 
the agent from the province 
can receive inſtructions from 
thence to oppoſe it ; but this 
motion, after a warm debate, 
was rejected. | 


AMERICA, 


ment for blocking up the 
harbour of Boſton, is an at- 
tack upon the liberties of A- 
merica. At New York, May 
26, they reſolved the ſame; 
at Philadelphia the ſame. 
Subſcriptions were raiſed in 
the different provinces to ſup- 
port the Boſtonians. A ge- 
neral faſt was obſerved in 
moſt parts of America, on 
June 1, being the day ap- 
pointed for ſhutting up the 
port of Boſton. . 

At Charles-town, South 
Carolina, they came to fimi- 
lar reſolves. 

At Philadelphia they came 
to the following reſolves, Ju- 
ly 15, 1774. 

of; * «© That we ac- 
knowledge ourſelves, and 
the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince, liege ſubjects of his 
majeſty king George the 
Third, to whom they and 
we bear true and faithful 
« allegiance,” . 

Unan. 2. That the pow= 
c er aſſumed by the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain to 
bind the people of theſe 
colonies, in all caſes what- 
ſoever, is unconſtitutional, 
and therefore the ſource 
% of theſe unhappy differ- 
% ences.” 

Unam. 3. That the act 
of parliament for ſhutting 
up the port of Boſton is 
© unconſtitutional, oppreſ- 
five to the inhabitants of 
that town, dangerous to 
the liberties of the Britiſh 
colonies; and therefore 

66 we 
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OBSERVATIONS 

Nothing could have. diſ- 
treſſed or * the 

prehenſions of a mercan- 
Vie people, than the abſolute 
prevention of traffic. If they 
were even moderate before, 
this was ſufficient to raiſe 
them to ſach a pitch, as to 
make them commit any out- 
rages. Every individual felt 


the effect of this act, and ac- 


cordingly ſoon after we find 
them thus provoked, pro- 
ceeding to violence. 


AMERICA. 
« we conſider our brethren 
« at Boſton as ſuffering in 


the common cauſe of theſe 


6 colonies.” 

That there is an abſo- 
© flute neceſſity that a con- 
„ greſs of deputies from the 
6 3 colonies be imme- 


« diately aſſembled, to con- 


4 ſult together, and form a 


6 E plan of conduct to 
«© be obſerved by all che co- 


© lonies.“ 


The general aſſembly paſ- 
ſed ſimilar reſolves. . K 

Thus this act, which was 
delivered with ſuch conſe- 


N gravity, as an in- 
1 


ible method of ſubduing 
that ſpirit for liberty in the 
Americans, like all the other 
wiſe meaſures produced the 
contrary effect. | 


In a committee of the whole houſe, Mr. Buller. defired 
leave to make the following motion, June 21, 1774. 


« That it is the opinion of this committee, 


that 20,000 


4 ſeamen, including 4354 marines, be employed for the 

4 ſervice of the preſent year. He ſaid, he was ſorry to 

«« aſk for ſo large a ſupply this year, but it might be de- 

© pended vi Fry that next year the demand would be leſ- 
r. 


*© ſened. 


Sawbridge obſerved, the miniſter every 
«« year tells us, that the demands for the next year will be 


% lend; but I cannot ſee that we can place any depend- 
« ance. on what he ſays, for the ſupply aſked for this year 
<<. is the ſame as the laſt, and almoſt double to what any 
« former peace eftabliſhment required. Lord N pro- 
«© miſed, that 17,000 ſeamen would do the following year.” 
Let us remember this, and mark the events. 

The city of London petitioned his majeſty not to aſſent 
to the Quebec bill. 5 

In the courſe of leſs than three years, above 50,000 peo- 
ple emigrated from Londonderry, Belfaft, Newry, Larne, 
and Portruſh, in Leland ; beſides theſe, for many years 
thouſands of people from Germany, Scotland and Eng- 
land, left their own countries through poverty, and * 
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of employment to America. This emigration has pre- 
ſented thoſe clamors which ſo diſturbed this country for 
ſeveral years, amongſt the Spitalfield weavers, and 
the poor in Ireland and Scotland. Fatally defiruQive 
zs this has, and muſt prove to the mother country, it has 
never been attended to; it ſeems the number of inhabl- 
unts, their induſtry, and increaſe of commerce, which is 
alone the wealth of a nation, is all to be given up for an 
uncertain 'whim, a capricious experiment of taxation, 
which, if ever ſubmitted to, can never be a compenſation 
for the number of uſeful inhabitants we have driven from 
this country, to become our inveterate enemies in another. 
To impoveriſh the inhabitants, depopulate the country, 
and, when men even cannot be raiſed in our defence, we 
are plynged into an unnatural and deſtructive war. Such 
have been the ſhallow politics of our ſagacious miniſters 
for twelve years. | nk 
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At Williamſburgh, in Virginia, they came to a non- 
importation and non-exportation agreement, unleſs the Boſ- 
ton-port hill was repealed. ©. . 

Very ſpirited reſolutions were afterwards agreed to, as 
they perceived general Gage had ordered fortifications at 
Bofton-neck, the only avenue by land into the town. | A- 
mongſt the reſolves are the following. : | | 

* That the fortifications carrying on at Boſton -· neck are 
« juſtly alarming to the country, and give reaſon to appre- 
hend ſome hoſtile intention againſt that town; more eſpe- 
„ cially as the commander in chief has, in a very extraor- 
„ dinary manner, removed the powder from the magazine 
„% at Charles-town, &c.” ; 
„ That the inhabitants ought immediately to do all in 
© their power to perfect themſelves in the art of war, and, 
for that purpoſe, the militia are to appear under arms 
% once every week.“ 3 TY 

They reſolve however only to act on the defenſive. 
„They recommend it to all orders of people to reftrain 
e their reſentments, and avoid all' riots, and diſorderly 
proceedings, as being deſtructive of all good govern- 
„ ment, &c.“ . e + 

Theſe and ſeveral other reſolutions paſſed on the 6th of 
Sept. 1774, and the committee waited on general Gage, 
to 2 againſt his proceedings in fortifying Boſ- 
ton · neck. fs | 5 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the fourth year a ſtatute 
was made, in which the com- 


mons of Great Britain un- 


dertook to give and grant to 
his majeſty many rates and 
duties, to be paid in the co- 
lonies; and to enforce the 


obſervance of this act; it 


ſcribes a great number of 
evere penalties and forfeit- 
ures, to be recovered in any 
cqurt of record, or in any 
oder of admiralty, or wice- 

| amiralty, at the election of 

je informer er proſecutor. 

In the fifth year the ſtam p- 
kt was paſſed. By this ſta- 
te, the Britiſh parliament 


on, and extending the juriſ- 
iction of the courts of ad- 
viraliy and vice-admiralty. 
In the ſame year a tax was 
impoſed upon the coloniſts, 


eſtabliſhing ſeveral new fees 

In the next 

year the ſtamp act was re- 
aled 


in the cuſtoms. 


2 In the ſame year, and by 

à ſubſequent act, it was de- 

clared, that his majeſty in 
«« parliament, of right, had 
% power to bind the 2 
4 of the colonies by ſtatutes 
<< in all cafes whatſoever.” 
In the next year (1767) an 
act was made, to enable 


« his majeſty to put the cuſ- 


c toms, and other duties in 
% America, under the ma- 
„ nagement of commiſſion- 


b ers, &c. and accordingly 
c a board of commiſſioners ' 
6 was erected for the pur- 


< 


* 106 


<c 


rciſed a power of taxa- 


LY 


AMERICA, 

Reſolves of the continental 
congreſs, _ ks 

«© Reſolved, That the fol. 
« Jowing acts of parliament, 
« are infringements and vio- 
% lations of the rights of the 
« coloniſts, &c,” 
«© The ſeveral acts of 4 
Geo. III. chap. 15. and 
chap. 34-—5 Geo. III, 
chap. 25:6 Geo. III. 
chap. 52.—7 Geo. III. 
chap. 41. and chap. 46.— 
8 Geo. III. chap. 22. 
which impoſe duties for 
the purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue in America, ex- 
tend the powers of the ad. 
0 miralty-courtsbeyond their 
« ancient limits, deprive the 
« American ſubjeQ of trial 
« by jury; authoriſe the 
« judges certificate to in- 
9 wang the proſecutor 
« from damages, that he 
«© might otherwiſe be liable 
% to; requiring oppreſſive 
te ſecurity from à claimant of s 
«« ſhips, and goods ſeized, 
« before he ſhall be allowed 
10. to defend his property, and 
« are ſubverſive of Ameri- 
« can rights.“ 

The e bill, the 
Quebec bill, the act for pro · 
viding ſuitable quarters for 
officers and ſoldiers in his 
majeſty's ſervice in North Ay 
merica, they likewiſe conſi- 
dered dangerous innovations. 
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By an order of the king, 
the authority of - the com- 
% purpoſe 


ll 


- 43, AM. - rand 
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COMPLAINTS. 


« poſe of carrying into exe- ; 


© cytion the ſeveral acts re- 


'« Jating to the revenue and 


« trade in America.” | 

By a ſtatute, commonly 
called the glaſs, paper, and 
tea act, made fifteen months 
after the repeal of the ſtamp- 
at, the commons of Great 
Britain” again undertook to 
give and grant rates and 
% duties to be paid in the 
« colonies.“ 

Theſe were the princi · 


pal grievances which the co- - 


lonies had labored under, 
for near ten years: thus was 
the ſtate of affairs in the lat- 
ter end of the year 1774: 
but ſoon they became more 


ſerious. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The ſuggeſtions of the 
congreſs ſhew no want of 
foreſight, their obſervation 
of the people of Maſſachu- 
ſet's-bay becoming the im- 
mediate objects of reſent- 
ment, is very ſingular. What 
has fince happened, verifies 
the truth of their prediction. 
Let us calmly appeal to the 
moſt ſenſible people in Eng- 


land, and aſk, whether, from 


what has ſince happened, the 
congreſs did not act with 


eircumſpection? Has there 


not been ſome appearance of 


a determined intention to di- 


ride the different colonies ? 
Does it not appear more than 
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mander in chief, and under 


him of the brigadier-gene - 
ral, in time of peace, is ren- 
dered ſupreme in all civil go- 
vernments in America, and 


thus an uncontroulable pow- 


er is veſted in officers nat 

tnocun to the conſtitution of 

theſe colonies. | 
A large body of troops, 


and a conſiderable armament 


of ſhips of war, have been 
ſent to aſſiſt in taking their 
money without their conſents. 

The judges of the admiral- 
ty and vice-admiralty courts, 
are impowered to receive 
their ſalaries and fees from 
the effects to be condemned 
by tzemſelves, &c. 


To mention theſe outra- 
geous proceedings is ſuffici- 
ent to explain them: for 
though it is pretended, that 
the province of Maſſachu - 
ſet's -bay has been particular 
ly diſreſpectful to Great Bri- 


tain, yet, in truth, the be- 


havior of the people, in o- 
other colonies, has been in 
equal oppoſition to the pow- 
er aſſumed by parliament; 
no ſtep, however, has been 
taken againſt any of the reſt. 
This artful conduct conceals 
ſeveral deſigns. It is ex · 
pected, that the province of 
Maſſachuſet's bay will be ir- 
ritated to ſome violent action, 


that may diſpleaſe che reſt of 
act 
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ad was framed upon this ve- 
ry principle? Governor 
Carleton was addreſſed on the 
act; at leaſt an addreſs was 
foſtered into the world, per- 
haps like my of our Eng- 
liſh addreſles ; 
fitous in their circumſtances, 
or by ignorant poor people, 
who, when elevated in liquor, 
would ſign their names to any 
thing. In this addreſs *©* they 
«< ſolemnly declare they are 
% ready to expend their for- 
<< tunes, and lay down their 
4c lives, for the king and 
t“ parliament of Great Bri- 
C tain.” Where are theſe ad- 
dreſſers now ? Where is this 
Canadian army that was to 
do ſuch wonders ? They have 
hid themſelves in obſcurity, 
now the moment of trial ap- 
proaches ; all our Engliſh ad- 
dreſſers have done the ſame ; 
but indeed warm profefiions 
and flattery ſhould be always 
ſuſpected; and they are ſuſ- 
pected by every perſon, ex- 
cept a Britiſh miniſtry, Af. 
ter this general Gage iſſued 
a ſpirited proclamation a- 

ainft the congreſs, 1oth of 
Nor. 1774. 


y men neceſ— 
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the continent ; or that they 


may induce the people of 
Great Britain to approve the 
meditated vengeance of an 
imprudent and exaſperated 
miniſtry” 

If the unexampled pacific 
temper of that province ſhall 
diſappoint this part of the 
plan, it is, in that caſe, 

oped, that the other colo- 
lies will be ſo far intimidat- 
ed, as to deſert their bre- 
thren, ſuffering in a com- 
moi cauſe, and that thus dif. 
united, all may be ſubdued. 

The congrets then urge, as 
a reaſon for the Quebec act, 
that the miniſtry intended, 
that the Roman catholics 
would be proper inftruments 
to operate againſt the reſt of 
the colonies. 

An eſtimate was made, 
Sept. 1774, of the number 
of people in the following 
provinces : | 
Maſſachuſet's — 400,000 
New Hampſhire - 150,000 


Rhode Iſland — 509,678 
Connecticut — 192,000 
New York — 250,000 
New Jerley — 130,000 
Virginia — 650,000 
North Carolina 300,000 
South do. — 225,000 

Total. 3,026,678 


In the month of February 1775, the letters from the 


different 


of Great Britain. | 
th Article was a letter from lord Dartmouth to general 
Gage, June 3, accompanied with two acts. hs 

. b | « eve 


vernors were laid before the houſe of commons 
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« ever extravagancies, concludes his lordſhip, the peopls 
4 may be driven, or whatever violences may be commit- 
6 ted, muſt be reſſted with firmneſs ; the conſtitutional 
& authority of this kingdom over its colonies muſt be vin» 
* gicated, and its laws obeyed throughout he whole em- 
46 N Several letters that paſſed between general Gage 
and lord Dartmouth, were ſufficient to confirm the impoſly 
bility of ſubduing the ſpirit of the coloniſts by violence. 
Many letters of the other governors plainly prove, that in 
ſeveral inſtances they deceived the miniftry of Great Bri- 
tain, for which we refer readers to the proceedings of par- 
liament already publiſhed, , S >. 
Lord Chatham's conciliatory plan was at this time pro- 
poſed, but was not attended to. 33 
Wedneſday, 15th of March, 1775, a petition of Ame- 
rican merchants, againſt the bill for reſtraining the trade of 
New England, &c. was preſented to the houſe of lords. 
On the 16th a petition was preſented from the quakers to 
his majeſty in fayour of the Americans. | 
The merchants, traders, and others of the city of Lon- 
don, preſented an humble petition to his majeſty, praying 
a redreſs of the American grievances , 
Lord Hertford intimated, that his majeſty would not re- 
ceive any petition, addreſs, or remonſtrance on the throne 
from the body corporate of the city. John Wilkes, Efq; 
then lord mayor, returned a very ſpirited anſwer. * On the 
day appointed, however, for the delivery of the petition to 
his majeſty, as it had been already. determined by the city 
not to carry it unleſs received on the throne, they ſuppreſ- 


ſed it forthe preſent. * _ 3 
A repreſentation, remonſtrance, and petition, was pre- 
ſented by Ed. Burke, Eſq; from the general aſſembly of 
New York to the commons, and was rejected. Subs 
On the 18th of April the affair between the king's troo 
and the provincials happened. In which of the firſt were 
562 rank and file killed, 157 wounded, and 24 mifling. Be- 
ſides (officers wounded an Liled. I (x 
On the 12th of June 1774, general Gage publiſhed a 
proclamation for the provincials to lay down their arms. 
he martial law was introduced, and Adams and Hancock 
proſcribed. „ oy. Ons on RR Aa 5 
In this month accounts were received, that governor Dun- 
more had taken flight from his government, and was on 
board one of our men of war, & 
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Aſter this the Americans were termed rebels, and eur 
ears were e dy dinned by the friends of the miniſtry 


with the words rebels, rebellion, &c. 9 
The next memorable action was the affair of Bunker's- 


Dill, in which we loſt ſeveral brave officers and men. 1 


Beut. colonel,* 2 majors, 7 captains, 9 lieutenants, 15 ſer- 
jeants, 1 drummer, 191 rank and file killed. —; majors, 
27 captains, 32 lieutenants, 8 enſigns, 40 ſerjeants, 12 
drummers, 706 rank and file wounded : the majority of 
which, according to the beſt accounts, have died. Our 
troops in this action behaved with the greateſt intrepidity, 
but they engaged with diſadvantage ; what a pity it 
1s, ſuch valuable men ſhould have loſt their lives in ſuch an 
unnatural conteſt ? . 
Jely 6, 1775, the provincial. congreſs publiſhed a de- 
claration of the reaſons which obliged them to take up arms. 
On July 14, 1775, an humble addreſs and petition of 
the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of 
London, was nw" to his majeſty, July 14, 1775, at 
St. James's; humbly praying a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities 
againſt the Americans. eee, Fe 
After this the Jrotingals had an army of about 14,000 
„ Where they have remained. The 
king's troops, amounting to about 10,000, or upwards, 
have kept poſſeſſion of the town, not having attempted an 


action of conſequence ſince. We omit a detail of the ſkir- 


miſhes of both parties, as they are at preſent rather un- 
2 


t. 
he moſt ſtriking inſtance of a breach of national faith 
-on our fide is contained in the following letter, wrote by 
order of the king and council in 1769, to the ſeveral colo- 
ny governors, and tranſmitted by them to the Americans 
in general, * . by lord Hilſborough, in which he ſays; 
*I can ta ** me to aſſure you, notwithſtanding in- 
contrary, from MEN with rAcriovs 
« and 8EDITIOVS views, that his 124425 preſent admini- 
« ffratiom have at no time entertained a deſign to propoſe to 
46 parliament to lay any further taxes upon America, for 
<< the purpoſe of raifing a xEvenvue ; and that it is at 
4 preſent their intention to propoſe, the next ſeſſion of 
4% parliament, to tale off the duties upon glaſs, paper, and 


% colors, upon conſideration of ſuch duties having been 


4% laid contrary to the true principles of commerce. 

«© 'Theſe have always been, and „ill are, the ſentiments 
4c of his majeſty's preſent ſervants ; and by which their = 
: a 66 
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« Jud in ręſpect to America has been governed. And his 
„ MAjEsTY relies upon your prudence and fidelity for 
4 ſuch an explanation of bis meaſures, as may tend to re- 
&© move the prejudices which have been excited by the miſ- 
s repreſentations of thoſe who are enemies to the peace and 
on 1 Great Britain and her colonies; and to eſta- 
<< bliſh that mutual confidence and affe#ion upon which the 
« glory and ſafety of the Britiſh empire depend,” 13 

— is the royal word given; here are the profeſſions 
of the privy council and miniſters, acknowledging the 
dangerous tendency of an American revenue, promiſing 
they would remove the duties that had excited ſich com- 

motions. 8 fb. Fog v2 

When the public faith has been violated in ſuch a man- 
ner, can we be ſurpriſed, that the Americans are ſo ſuſpi- 
cious of miniſterial profeſſions ? The miniſtry here dif- 
claim, in his majeſty's name, and with the royal concur- 
rence, any intention of raiſing a revenue in America; and 
call thoſe men factious and ſeditious who only inſinu- 
ated ſuch miniſterial intentions. By their own words, the 
miniſtry here ſtand condemned; but we leave every rea- 
der to make his own reflexions on the foregoing letter. 
For if the miniſtry have there acknowledged, that the 
American acts to raiſe a revenue were unjuſt, of courſe all 

future proceedings are unjuſt ; the American war is unjuſt, 
and every other act of violence whatever on the fide of the 
mother country: but theſe facts are ſo clear, that they do 
not require any comment, Os Te rs 


» 


This detail of facts is ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the unbĩaſſed and ſenſible 
part of the nation; and it is preſumed 
moſt thinking men will acknowledge, that 

the miniſtry have, in ſeveral inſtances, op- 
preſſed the Americans. The diſturbances 
have not ariſen from the deſigns of a few 
factious men, either in this country or A- 
merica, as adminiſtration would feign make 
us 
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us believe: but all our preſent misfortunes 
ſeem owing to our inflexible obſtinacy in 
purſuing unconſtitutional meaſures. A re- 
gular ſyſtem of oppreſſion has prevailed 
on the fide of Great Britain, and a violent 
and ſteady oppoſition on the ſide, and in 
every part, of America. We have been 
deaf to petitions or remonſtrances, or the 
American diſtreſſes; we have, by injuring 
commerce, induced thouſands of our poor 
countrymen to ſeek for employment in fo- 
reign countries; theſe petitioned too, but 
we were unheedful of their complaints. 
Thus have we ſtrengthened the power of 
America, and weakened and rendered fee- 
dle our on country. Petitions for theſe 
ten years have approached the throne ; the 
petitioners have been conſtantly ſcorned, 
rejected, and even inſulted. Not one in- 
ſtance during the preſent reign has appear- 
ed, of an intention to remove the evils un- 
der which the nation groaned; but in pro- 
portion as the people have united for a re- 
dreſs of grievances, ſo have they been 
ſhamefully neglected, and treated with 

contempt. The whole conduct of the mi- 
1 881 the — ſtate of this diſtreſſed 


nation; 


„ ae 

nation; the whole of the foregoing facts, 
all prove the truth of theſe aſſertions. But 
men who have plunged our country into 
this ſcene of ruin, are now at a loſs how 
to proceed. They ſee deſtruction to them- 
ſelves which ever way they look. They 
pretend to a delicacy about treating with 
the congreſs; they talk much of the na- 
tional honor and dignity: have they ſup- 
ported the national dignity? Was it to 
the honor of the nation to introduce inno- 
vations, then, under the ſpecious pretext of 
ſupporting the civil magiſtrate, to march 
an army and ſend a fleet amongſt the A- 
mericans, with no other view than to force 
obedience to unreaſonable laws? Was it 
ſupporting the dignity and honor of the 
country, when they repealed the ſtamp- 
act, and then ſoon paſſed other acts more 
oppreſſive? Was the ſoothing letter of 
lord Hilſborough to all the colonies, pro- 
miſing, in the name of the prince and mi- 
niſtry, a redreſs of grievances, and that 
they would remove all cauſes of complaint, 
an inſtance of honor and dignity, when 
ſoon after the miniſtry returned with gr eat- 
er violence to their favorite dem f Has 
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not the national faith, which ſhould be 


ſacred, in many inſtances been violated ? 
Yet theſe people talk about national ho- 


nor and dignity, and they ſmile in private 
at the Englith credulity, and the weakneſs 


of our countrymen, in believing them. 


| They have been already ſo ſucceſsful in 
heir deceptions, that they recover ſtrength 


daily, and proceed in their dangerous ma- 


chinations unſuſpected. Thoſe who are 
. fo forward to talk about national honor, 
mould ſupport their own honor and dig- 


nity. When men ſay, it would diſgrace 
the mother country to treat with an Ame- 
rican congreſs z they ſhould recolleR, that 
all the maritime powers in Europe are ob- 
liged to treat with the Algerines, and are 
even under a kind of contribution to this 
piratical ſtate. But if the congreſs was 
the obſtacle, let the Americans chuſe fix 
men out of each of their aſſemblies, to 
meet our cominiffioners : but peace can- 


not be the object of the miniſtry, though 


it is the Fequeſt, the earneſt deſire of the 
thinking rt of the whole nation. If 


the war hs proſecuted, let us ſee the opi- 
1 nion of the twelve * concerning its 
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legality ; let us ſee a ſolemn declaration 
from them ; let us be thoroughly con- 
vinced, that the cauſe of the preſent con- 
teſt is a juſt one on our ſide; that our 
claims are agreeable to Magna Charta, and 
that our proceedings are conformable to 
true revolutional principles; for if they 
are not, let it be remembered, we are de- 
liberate murderers; and the whole nation 
is chargeable for whatever blood is ſhed. 
It is a ſerious affair, and ſhould be conſi- 
dered with coolneſs ; we ſhould not be in- 
fluenced by the prejudices, reſentments, 
or angry paſſions of any men ; we ſhould 
judge for ourſelves. If the war is even 
juſt, and we proſecute it with vigor and 
ſucceſs, yet it will ruin the country, which 
reaſon alone ſhould induce us to avoid it. 
If it is unjuſt, when the calm voice of 
reaſon returns, what horrors, what tor- 
tures, will then afflict us? The fad re- 
membrance of the ſlaughtered victims will 
ever be preſent to our view; our guilty 
ſouls will be ever on the rack; ſtruck 
with remorſe, we ſhall fink with deſpair ; 
and death will be a relief to minds conſci- 
ous of murdering an inoffenſive people, 
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who have not provoked us. Let the whole 
nation aſk, how long are we to ſupport 
this unnatural war ? Where are freſh ſup- 
plies every year to be raiſed ? Is the whole 
country to be loaded with heavy taxes for 
ever, to ſupport private pique, or a quar- 
rel about mere words? Let us view the 
miniſters after the return of the remaining 
part of our formidable fleet, ſhattered and 
unfit for ſervice ; let us ſee the miſera- 
ble remains of our army, for the preſent 
year, after bravely ſerving only one cam- 
paign ; ſee them return not crowned with 
laurels, but with rags, diſtreſs, half-ſtarv- 
ed, and with half their number. Then 
for the ſtratagems of ſtate for the next 
year. See the miniſters with diſmal coun- 
tenances acquainting the ſenators, when 
they begin to heſitate about a ſupply ; ſee 
them complaining, that they have been de- 
ceived ; that they knew not the force they 
had to combat, nor the nature of buſh- 
fighting ; but ill ſucceſs has made them 
wiſer, and the future operations will aſſuredly 
ſucceed; and behold them intruſted again. 

ce them year after year repeating the ſame 
ſtory, till the nation is exhauſted of its 
treaſure, 
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treaſure, its people, and its honor; and 
all our American continent laid waſte and 
deſolate. See the inconſiderate, cruel ac- 

tors, ſuffering for their crimes, the pu- 
niſhments due from an injured people! 
But, alas ! what reparation can this make ? 
It will not recall to life one brave ſoldier 
or ſailor who has fallen in the conteſt. 
But are Engliſhmen to be rouſed with in- 
dignation; are we to murder our brethren, 
our countrymen? Are we to feel the anger, 
and participate in the guilt and black re- 
venge of an unfeeling junto, becauſe they 
are diſpoſed to enter into an unintereſt= 
ing diſpute with the colonies? Are we 
to hate men becauſe they are tenacious, of, 
and love their liberties? What enjoyment 
is ſo truly valuable to a Briton ? Thoſe 
who have not inhabited other countries, 
are inſenſible to its charms. . In propor- 
tion as it is precious, ſo it is the duty of 
Britons to preſerve it? If we reflect for a 
moment, when we perceive men rather 
violent, and even outrageous in its ſup- 
port, it is certainly not criminal ; for its 
principle i is noble and virtuous. A Britiſh 
| prince of true magnanimity ought torejoice 


IR 
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in the affections of ſuch a people. How 
much more glorious is it to be the monarch 
over a free people of ſuch undoubted inte - 
grity, than to command a nation of ſlaves ? 
There are men, baſe and degenerate as are 
the times, who are enthuſiaſts for nation- 

al freedom. They will ſtand forth ĩn the 
moment of danger, and ſacrifice their 
lives and fortunes in its defence. They 
wait to ſee how far this country is to be 


deluded; and hereafter the abettors and 


perpetrators of the preſent wicked de- 
figns, who have deceived the people, and 
induced an excellent prince to commence _ 
| boſtilities againſt his ſubjects, may ſeek = 
in vain to hide their guilty heads. The 
flow reſentments of this truly-injured 

people, will burſt forth ſuddenly with a 
furious violence. Nor will this ſpirit, if 
once raiſed, be appeaſed, but in the de- 
ſtruction of thoſe inviſible hypocrites, 
who ſecretly adviſe what they dare not 
openly avow. - But we now conclude. 
We may appear violent, it is an honeſt in- 
dignation, and a ſincere love for our coun- 
try, that induces: us to review what is paſt, 
and mention what may moſt likely happen 
here 


— 
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hereafter. May heaven avert the impending 
danger ; may we relinquiſh the operations 
of war; may a firm and honorable peace 
be eſtabliſhed ; may the diſunion, which 
now unhappily ſubſiſts, be ſucceeded by 
harmony and love; and may Great Bri- 
tain and her colonies, united, be the 
greateſt and moſt flouriſhing empire on 
6arth. N 
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